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Dear CIC Victoria Branch members,                              15 August 2021 
 
With our Annual General Meeting (AGM) on the horizon, I thought it was important to take a look back 
at our branch activities over the past year, talk about our plans for the coming year and also provide an 
update on events at the CIC national level. 
 
Since our last AGM, we have come through a very challenging time due to Covid-19. Nonetheless, I’m 
proud to say that your volunteer Executive Committee (some of whom you can see in the photo above) 
still delivered 23 Zoom events attended by almost 2,000 participants, which featured all sorts of terrific 
speakers from around the world and closer to home. Recordings of our events were also viewed by 
hundreds of folks not able to attend on the day.  Of course, Zoom wasn’t the most ideal way to interact 
with our speakers, but our virtual events did allow us to hear from speakers that we could never afford 
to bring to Victoria for in-person events.  We were also able to access some 100 Zoom events run by 
other CIC branches across the country.   
 
Looking to the fall period, the good news is that we are ready to return to in-person events at the Union 
Club and the Sticky Wicket, although rest assured that we will continue to monitor events and work 
closely with our venue partners to ensure a safe environment. Plus, we will continue running Zoom 
events.  For our in-person events, however, costs have risen since March 2020, when we held our last 
one.  For example, in 2022, lunches at the Union Club will rise from $30 to $35 per person simply 
because the cost of food has risen along with the minimum wage.  If we can find other venues, who 
charge less, we will. But we also know that the Union Club is a popular venue.  While we don’t enjoy 
increasing prices, we have been able to keep our lunch price at the Union Club at $30 for at least five 
years. I should also add that for our in-person events we will be moving away from cash-at-the-door 
and in-future focus on bank-to-bank e-transfers prior to events.  We’re mainly doing this to ensure we 
know how many paid folks are coming to our events with a view to avoiding losses, which has been a 
particular problem at our Politics-in-the-Pub sessions in the past. 
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In other news, since last September, and despite the restrictions created by Covid-19, we were still able 
to support a wide range of student-focused activities such as Vancouver Island University’s virtual 
Model United Nations (UN) conference and pay the registration fee for 11 University of Victoria (UVic) 
students to attend the largest virtual Model UN conference in North America, organized and run in New 
York City.  We also held a virtual student-focused career panel at UVic.  In addition, Member at Large 
Paul Seguna worked closely with Michael Lo, the student Editor-in-Chief of the UVic student-run 
political affairs magazine ‘On Politics’ offering advice and sourcing expert second readers from our 
membership to help ready select student papers for publication. Our student scholarship program with 
the Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria also had a successful start, with High School graduate 
Fuko Habu receiving $1,000 to help pay for her tuition at Camosun College.  And for 2021-2022, we are 
increasing the scholarship amount from $1,000 to $2,000.  Finally, we supported the stand-up of a new 
CIC branch in Prince George, led by former CIC Victoria member Sean Simmons, with a $500 donation 
to their branch fund. 
 
Not being able to meet in-person and attract new members, however, did take a toll on our overall 
membership, which declined from 467 members this time last year to 417 members today. However, 
I’m confident that as soon as we do return to in-person events, that our membership numbers will 
quickly re-bound. This is important, as the more members we have, the more money there is to support 
our many activities.  For example, with every new member that joins we receive 50% of the membership 
fee, with the other 50% supporting CIC national activities such as the digital online magazine Open 
Canada, our research fellows, social media platforms and membership management. I would also like 
to send my heartfelt thanks to all our members who donated to the CIC last year, and to the eight CIC 
Victoria members who donated $500 or more by joining CIC’s new Century Circle initiative. 
 
In closing, your Executive Committee’s intent is to continue bringing to Victoria the best possible 
speakers on a wide range of domestic and international issues.  We will also continue our efforts to 
build a diverse and inclusive branch that also bridges the gap between our more experienced members, 
and our student and young professionals, so that together we can work towards a better Canada and a 
better world. 
 
Thank you for being a part of this effort and keeping with us during these challenging times.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Kilford, CD, PhD 
President 
Victoria Branch 
Canadian International Council 
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CIC National News 
 
CIC National, under the guidance of our new Chair, Maureen 
O’Neil and our national president, Ben Rowswell has been 
making great strides of late. And supporting them in Toronto 
is Catherine Hume, CIC’s operations manager.  In addition, 
Michael Petrou is the Editor-in-Chief of Open Canada.  Over 
the last year or so, CIC also welcomed new CIC branches in 
Quebec City, Prince George and Simcoe County, Ontario. 
 
In October 2020, our CIC young professional members, all 
under the age of 40,  launched a new network to engage 
young Canadians interested in foreign policy. Since its 
launch the CIC Young Professionals Network (YPN) has 
connected young professionals with government ministers, 
ambassadors, and thought leaders through an ambitious event series.  The CIC YPN has also created 
opportunities for members to discuss career opportunities and refine their resumes, share their 
collective knowledge and develop their leaderships skills by organizing speaker and panel events, 
running peer discussion groups on a variety of foreign affairs subjects, writing newsletters and leading 
a new coast-to-coast foreign affairs focused book club. 
 

Also at the grassroots level, just after the October 
2019 federal election, CIC joined with leaders of 
Canadian business, civil society, scholars and First 
Nations communities at a national conference in 
Toronto. The principal agreement emerging from 
this gathering was that citizens should drive a root-
and-branch reset of Canada’s foreign policy. CIC’s 
subsequent 2021 Foreign Policy By Canadians 
deliberative democracy exercise answered this call 
beyond expectations and earlier this year CIC 
convened the largest deliberative democracy 
exercise ever held in Canada.  Virtually, and over 

what amounted to a two-day period, 444 randomly chosen Canadians came together to discuss and 
debate Canada’s future foreign and domestic policy options ranging from what next for Canada’s Covid-
19 response to how Canada can better champion human rights in the world.   
 
Looking to the future, and at the national level, the intent now is to engage with Canadians on what we 
have discovered through a series of briefings, in-person and virtual events, and podcasts.  In addition, 
and through our digital magazine Open Canada, CIC National will also be publishing articles and opinion 
pieces focused on our findings and discussing how our extended community can continue to spearhead 
innovative, policy-driven research, support promising Canadian analysts and academics, and raise 
citizen awareness of critical global issues. 
 

CIC national president Ben Rowswell 

https://opencanada.org/
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CIC Victoria – a review of 2020-2021 
 
Locally, we were very busy in 2020-
2021, running 23 Zoom events with 
speakers Zooming-in from across the 
globe. An overview of all of our Zoom 
events is captured in Annex A at the 
end of this report.  
 
To have some fun, and increase 
interest in our speaker schedule, we  
also started a new program earlier this 
year for our events with authors, who 
were discussing their latest books.  For 
these events, three copies of each 
book in question were purchased from 
Munro’s Books. Then, after each 
event, three CIC Victoria members 
who took part were randomly chosen 
and each received a copy.  The program, albeit modest in nature, proved to be a success and one that 
we will continue with.  Some of the authors who we had a chance to virtually meet, and the books they 
discussed, are captured in the photo above. 
 
While we did not have to pay for speakers to travel to Victoria during Covid-19, we did ensure that our 
speakers received modest honourariums, in recognition of their time and efforts. Depending on the 
event, honourariums ranged from $100 to $200.  We were also in a position to donate $500 to the 
Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria following our panel event focused on Syrian refugees and 
$1,000 to support CIC’s online digital magazine Open Canada. 
 

As mentioned previously, memberships, 
donations and donations to the Century 
Circle were all every important in allowing 
us to continue with our programs locally 
and at the national level. The Century 
Circle, an initiative at the national level was 
instituted in 2020 to recognize those 
donating $500 or more to the CIC.  More 
information about the Century Circle can 
be found by clicking here. 

 
 

Our 2020-2021 CIC Victoria Century Circle members are Anna Biolik, Margaret Cornish, Chris Kilford, 
Jeremy Kinsman, Marc Lortie, Patricia Lortie, Don Macnamara and Hugh Stephens. 
 

https://thecic.org/donate/the-century-circle/
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Student Engagement 
 
Supporting our CIC student members, and the wider student community on Vancouver Island, is one of 
the most rewarding activities we do as a branch. For example, our Canadians Going Global event at 
UVic has been a great success in the past with a panel of experts discussing their international-focused 
careers in front of a student audience. After the formal part of the evening, everyone then had a chance 
to mingle over light refreshments and pizza, and to carry-on the conversation. Unfortunately, due to 
Covid-19, we had to cancel this event in 2020, but we did hold a virtual career panel earlier this year. 

 
 
 
When it comes to engaging with students, and building our student membership base, we also 
supported Vancouver Island University’s Model UN conference, providing the keynote speaker and CIC 
Victoria member Jonathan Manthorpe kindly donated three signed copies of his new book ‘Restoring 
Democracy’ that were awarded to the Best Delegate, Most Diplomatic Delegate and to the Delegate 
that wrote the Best Position Paper. 
 
While UVic did not run a Model UN Conference in 2021, we were able to help support the university 
team that attended a virtual Model UN conference in New York City in March 2021. The students, 
representing Gabon, also had an opportunity to virtually meet Canada's Ambassador to Gabon before 
the conference took place. The cost to take-part in the event for 11 students was just under $2,000 and 
was funded by CIC Victoria.  Below are just a few of the post-conference messages we received from 
the students who took part: 

Our Canadians Going Global virtual student career panel with Sarah Broitman, Jesse Baltutis, Erin Hunt and Sandra 
Leduc  was attended by almost 100 students and run with the help of UVic’s Centre for Global Studies 
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“The CIC's generous contributions significantly helped the UVic MUN club prepare 
for the New York Model UN conference. This conference was an exciting 
experience that increased my understanding and appreciation for the United 
Nations. The ambassador meeting allowed me to learn more about Gabon and its 
surrounding countries, which improved my performance as a delegate. Thank you 
again for your support.” 
 
“The CIC’s incredible generosity in setting up the meeting with the Ambassador helped ease my nerves 
as a first time MUN attendee. I was lucky enough to have a great partner and got to work with some 
incredible delegates from across Europe, Asia and the US. Being part of MUN has helped me solidify my 
interest in diplomacy and international relations regarding Environmental Policy. I have also been given 
the opportunity to join CIC as a student member which can only add to my university experience and 
give me opportunities to meet people doing the work I one day hope to be part of. Thank you for the 
support and the opportunities.” 
 
“Thank you to the CIC as a whole for being such a fantastic source of support for our club. The 
contributions you have made have concrete, tangible implications on our club and its members. 
Because of you, our club has been able to participate in one of the world’s largest Model UN 
conferences. Thank you to the CIC, and thank you for believing in our club and what we can achieve.” 
 
This year, we were also able to sponsor five students so that 
they could attend 'The Inclusion Project' Partners' 
Roundtable that was held on 29-31 March 2021.  This virtual 
event brought together industry leaders and key 
stakeholders to discuss how we as Canadians can develop 
best practices to combat systemic racism and inequality with 
a view to building a stronger path to economic recovery in a 
post-Covid world.  Speakers include Senator Ratna Omidvar 
(Senate of Canada), Kasari Govender (BC Human Rights 
Commissioner), Tabatha Bull (CEO, Canadian Council for 
Aboriginal Business) and many more, plus a final keynote 
address by The Honourable Janet Austin, Lieutenant 
Governor of British Columbia. 
 
As previously mentioned, Member at Large Paul Seguna also 
worked closely with Michael Lo, the student Editor-in-Chief 
of the UVic student-run political affairs magazine ‘On Politics’ 
offering advice and sourcing expert second readers to help 
ready select student papers for publication.  Pictured on the 
right, is the front cover of the latest edition (Spring 2021). 
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Working with the Inter-Cultural Association (ICA) of 
Greater Victoria, we were also very excited to be in a 
position in June 2020 to introduce CIC Victoria’s new 
$1,000 diversity scholarship that was awarded to High 
School graduate Fuko Habu to help pay for her tuition 
at Camosun College in 2020-2021.  As mentioned, this 
year we will be increasing the scholarship amount 
from $1,000 to $2,000 that will also be awarded to a 
new Canadian heading to either Camosun College or 
UVic in 2021.  We expect the student recipient, who 
will be selected via a rigorous process run by the ICA, 
to be awarded the scholarship in mid-September. 

 
Table 1 outlines our planned expenditures in support of student focused activities for 2021-2022. 
 

 
Table 1 – Planned CIC Victoria Student Focused Expenditures 2021-2022 

 
Activity Amount Remarks 
UVic Model UN Club 
Annual Conference 

$1,500 A three-day conference attracting well over 100 students who represent various 
UN member countries while debating key international security subjects.  Our 
donation goes to the general conference operating fund to pay for lunches, 
conference supplies, best delegate recognition and the conference website 

VIU Model UN Club 
Annual Conference 

$750 A two-day conference attracting, on average, 75 students. Our donation goes to 
the general conference operating fund to pay for lunches, conference supplies, 
best delegate recognition and the conference website 

UVic Canadians Going 
Global 

$1,000 An evening event bringing CIC members and UVic students together. During the 
evening, a panel discusses their international career experiences and take 
questions followed by a networking opportunity with light refreshments and 
finger foods 

100 Complimentary 
Student Memberships 

$2,000 To encourage students to join CIC Victoria, we will offer one-year complimentary 
memberships.  Our aim is to introduce students to CIC and CIC Victoria, with a 
view that they will continue as un-sponsored members afterwards.  In certain 
cases, such as the executive members of the UVic Model UN Club, and UVic 
Undergraduates of Political Science Club, their memberships are sponsored by 
CIC Victoria for the duration of their time on the two executives, which may be 
more than one year 

10 Complimentary 
Young Professional 
Memberships 

$450 To encourage young professionals (YP), especially from the Black, Indigenous 
and People of Colour community (BIPOC), to join CIC Victoria, we will offer one-
year complimentary memberships.  Our aim is to introduce YP to CIC and CIC 
Victoria, especially from the BIPOC community, with a view that they will 
continue as un-sponsored members afterwards 

Student conference 
attendance fees 

$750 This amount allows us to sponsor student attendance at local conferences.  For 
example, in 2021, CIC Victoria sponsored 5 students (at $75 each) so they could 
attend the three-day The Inclusion Project Partners’ Roundtable 

Diversity Scholarship 
Fund 

$2,000 In partnership with the ICA, we support a newcomer student to Canada who is 
leaving a local high school to attend either Camosun College or UVic 

Total $8,450  
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Social media 
 
When it comes to social media, 
our focus has been on 
maintaining a Facebook site, 
which now has 392 followers, 
up from 321 followers last 
year! Of course, not everyone 
has a Facebook account so we 
will continue using e-mail 
announcements as our primary 
means of contacting you about 
our events. However, if you are 
a Facebook user, please 
consider following our 
Facebook page as we do post 
advance notifications about 
our events, and photos and 
articles we think will be of 
interest.  
 
We also have a CIC Victoria page on the CIC national website with general information about our 
branch. If you have not had a chance to visit our social media sites, please click on the links below: 
 

• CIC Victoria Facebook website 

• CIC National’s Victoria branch webpage 
 
Finances 
 
Our branch financial situation remains very good, which means that we have much greater flexibility, 
not only to support the student focused activities noted in Table 1, but also to continue bringing to 
Victoria the best speakers we can find on the domestic and international issues of the day.  
 
Moving forward, your Executive Committee will also continue examining how we can, as an influential 
organization in Victoria, expand our student outreach programs and engage with new Canadians. Any 
ideas from the wider membership are always welcome. 
 
On the financial front, Roger Love is our treasurer and Behram Dadachanji our honourary reviewer. At 
the start of this new fiscal year, we have on hand $42,398 (at our last AGM we had $38,617 on hand).  
Table 2 provides an overview of the last fiscal year budget and our planned budget for 2021-2022. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CICVictoria
https://thecic.org/branches/victoria/
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Table 2 – CIC Victoria Budget for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2020-2021 
FINAL 

2021-2022 
BUDGET 

INCOME 

Membership Fees                              10,697 11,000 

Donations by Members 2,750 2,000 

Luncheon Meeting Revenue                       0 22,500 

Politics in the Pub Revenue 0 9,600 

GIC Investment Income             547 550 

Total Income 13,994 45,650 

EXPENSES 

Luncheon meetings operating costs 0 22,500 

Politics in the Pub Operating Costs 0 9,600 

Donations 1,000  0 

Student & YP Expenses (see Table 1) 6,010 8,450 

Speakers' Travel/Lodging Expenses 0 5,000 

Speaker honourariums / appreciation 3,048 2,000 

Administrative Expenses 88 100 

Bank Charges  68 100 

Members' Name Badges 0 250 

Total Expenses 10,214 48,000 

NET Surplus or Deficit (-) 3,780 -2,350 

Balance at the end of the fiscal year 2020-21 2021-22 (expected) 

 42,398 40,048 
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Our Upcoming CIC Victoria Program Preview 
 
This fall, we have quite a lot planned, including 
a return to in-person events at the Union Club 
and the Sticky Wicket Pub. Our initial focus will 
be discussing the results of CIC’s Foreign Policy 
By Canadians deliberative democracy exercise 
in two separate events. We’ll then turn our 
attention to Afghanistan and the withdrawal 
of US and NATO military forces, which has 
been dominating our news of late. For this, we 
are hoping to have Christopher Gibbins, the 
Executive Director of the Afghanistan file in 
Global Affairs Canada joining us by Zoom.   
 
With our focus still on Afghanistan, we will also 
hear from CIC Victoria member Corey Levine 
who has just arrived back from almost 8 
months with the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, also 
known as UN Women in Afghanistan. Indeed, Corey has worked in Afghanistan over an almost 20-year 
period, and she will speak about the current situation there.  For those who have not met her, Corey is 
a human rights and peacebuilding policy expert, researcher and writer and she has also worked in many 
other conflict zones including Afghanistan, Bosnia, East Timor, Iraq, Kosovo, Mali, Palestine, Sierra 
Leone and Sri Lanka with non-governmental, as well as bilateral and multilateral organizations, 
including the EU UNHCR, UNICEF, OSCE, CIDA, Amnesty International and CARE International. 
 

For our first Union Club lunch we are 
pleased to announce that Nathan 
VanderKlippe, will be here in October to 
speak about the changes that Chinese 
President Xi Jinping has introduced in China, 
and what they mean for the country, its 
immediate neighbours and globally. 
Previously based in Beijing, and now 
Vancouver, his reporting has taken him 
across the Asia-Pacific, where he covers 
political developments, social trends, 
international affairs, and refugee crises. He 
has spoken with political and business 
leaders, including Nobel Peace laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi, Philippines president 
Rodrigo Duterte, and former president of 
Taiwan Ma Ying-jeou.   
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Table 3 – Upcoming events (more will be announced later on) 
 

Date Time (PT) Speaker(s) Topic Remarks 
Tue,  
7 Sep 

7-8:00 pm Chris Kilford & team Annual General Meeting Zoom 

Wed,  
8 Sep 

10-11:00 am Jonathan Manthorpe Foreign Policy By Canadians…what do 
Canadians really think? 

Zoom 

Mon,  
13 Sep 

5-7:00 pm Jonathan Manthorpe Foreign Policy By Canadians…what do 
Canadians really think? 

Politics-in-the-Pub 
Sticky Wicket Pub 

Tue,  
21 Sep 

10-11:00 am Christopher Gibbins (Global Affairs 
Canada), Corey Levine (NGO Afghan 
expert), plus other speakers 

What happened and what next for 
Canada’s role in Afghanistan? 

Zoom 

Mon,  
4 Oct 

5-7:00 pm  Corey Levine Triumph of the Taliban…What next for 
Afghanistan? 

Politics-in-the-Pub 
Sticky Wicket Pub 

Wed,  
20 Oct 

11:30-1:30 pm Nathan VanderKlippe Reflections on a Changing China Union Club lunch 

Wed,  
24 Nov 

11:30-1:30 pm Chris O’Conner (a former UK 
Ambassador to Tunisia 2008-2013)  

10 years on…looking back at the Arab 
Spring 

Union Club lunch 

Mon,  
29 Nov 

4-5:00 pm Peter Jennings (Executive Director 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute) 

Unpacking the Complexity of Sino-
Australia Relations 

Zoom 

Wed,  
19 Jan 

11:30-1:30 pm Pitman Potter Exporting Virtue? China’s International 
Human Rights Activism in the Age of Xi 

Union Club lunch 

 

 
Final Words 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my Executive Committee and all our other volunteers for 
their work over the past year, especially in support of CIC National’s Foreign Policy By Canadians 
deliberative democracy exercise. In addition, I would like to thank Ruth Mojeed who is leaving the 
Executive Committee this year following her relocation to Ottawa, where I am sure she will be a great 
asset to the CIC team there. You will certainly be missed here.   
 
At this AGM, we will be voting in three new Executive Committee members and approving the entire 
Executive Committee for 2021-2022.  Biographies of the current and new members for the Executive 
Committee can be found at Annex B, at the end of this report.   
 
I would also like to thank everyone for being a vital part of CIC and CIC Victoria. We are looking forward 
to another exciting year of events, meeting and working with students and interacting with new 
Canadians.  If you are interested in joining the Executive Committee in the future, or would like to get 
involved in other ways supporting our events and programs, please let us know. We are always 
interested in hearing from members with global expertise in international affairs or international trade 
willing to speak at our events, participate in panel events or work individually with our student 
members. 
 
We also value your feedback and any questions about our activities and upcoming events can be sent 
to our branch secretary, Paula Skippon, at this address: cic.victoria.sec@gmail.com 

 
 
 

mailto:cic.victoria.sec@gmail.com
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Annex A: CIC Victoria Event Overview 2020-2021 (Note: all events were by Zoom) 

Date Speaker(s) 
 

From Topic Attending 

9 Sep 20 Hannah Lucinda 
Smith 

Istanbul, 
Turkey 

Hannah spoke about her new book: Erdogan 
Rising  

103 

14 Oct 20 Matthew Sutton Washington 
State 
University 

Matthew spoke about his new book: Chosen 
Voters: Evangelicals in Modern America 

109 

27 Oct 20 Clive Hamilton Canberra, 
Australia 

Clive spoke about his new book: Hidden Hand – 
Exposing the Chinese Communist Party 

125 

9 Nov 20 Jeremy Kinsman 
and Larry Haas 

Victoria and 
Washington 
D.C. 

Jeremy and Larry spoke about the US 
presidential election and the implications for 
Canada 

78 

24 Nov 20 William Pike Nairobi, 
Kenya 

William, Editor-in-Chief of the Nairobi Star, 
spoke about the political situation in Uganda 
and Kenya 

67 

1 Dec 20 
 

Panel event Victoria Foreign Policy by Canadians economy focused 
event: Canada and the Indo-Pacific 

75 

3 Dec 20 John 
Stackhouse 

Toronto Foreign Policy by Canadians: Planet Canada – 
How Our Expats Are Shaping the Future 

81 

8 Dec 20 Panel event Victoria Foreign Policy by Canadians: Canada-Japan 
foreign and trade relations 

80 

10 Dec 20 Panel event Victoria Foreign Policy by Canadians: Canada-India 
foreign and trade relations 

73 

12 Jan 21 Bill Hayton UK Bill spoke about his new book: The Invention of 
China 

84 

18 Jan 21 The Hon. Roy 
Cullen 

Victoria Money Laundering in British Columbia - How did 
we get here and what can be done? 

90 

26 Jan 21 Panel event Victoria Canadians Going Global – Student career-
focused event held in partnership with UVic 

100 

10 Feb 21 Leigh Sarty Ottawa The fragile authoritarians: China, Russia, and 
Canadian foreign policy 

83 

23 Feb 21 John Price Vancouver Orienting Canada: Race, Empire, and the 
Transpacific 

92 

9 Mar 21 Wesley Wark Ottawa Canada’s intelligence services and the case of 
Director General Cameron Ortis 

96 

18 Mar 21 Larry Haas Washington 
D.C. 

Larry spoke about his new book: The Kennedys 
in the World: How Jack, Bobby, and Ted Remade 
America’s Empire 

74 

14 Apr 21 Heide Tworek Vancouver  Heide spoke about her new book: News from 
Germany – The Competition to Control World 
Communications, 1900–1945 

47 
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28 Apr 21 Panel event Istanbul, 
Turkey and 
Kingston 
plus 
Victoria 

Syria refugee panel: Reaching Mithymna – 
Among the Volunteers and Refugees on Lesvos 

85 

4 May 21 Brenda Schoepp Victoria  The Universal Challenges to Food Systems: 
Canada’s Leadership Role 

50 

12 May 21 Jeremy Seal UK Jeremy spoke about his new book: A Coup in 
Turkey: A Tale of Democracy, Despotism and 
Vengeance in a Divided Land 

55 

25 May 21 Panel event Victoria Book launch event: Canada Among Nations 
2020: Political Turmoil in a Tumultuous World 

82 

8 Jun 21 Ambassador 
Jennifer May 
and Jean 
Daudelin 

Brasilia, 
Brazil and 
Ottawa 

Canada-Brazil Relations – Where to and What 
Next? 

74 

21 Jun 21 Graham 
Hutchings 

UK Graham spoke about his new book: China 1949: 
Year of Revolution 

77 
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Annex B: CIC Victoria Proposed Executive Committee for 2021-2022 
 
 
The CIC Victoria Executive Committee is composed of 18 members (previously 16 members). Our 
departures this year included Member at Large, Ruth Mojeed who has relocated to Ottawa.  Our 
proposed additions this year are Jennifer Button, Heather Currie and Brenda Schoepp.  Biographies of 
all proposed 18 members of the Executive Committee for 2021-2022 are below. 
 
 
 
President: Chris Kilford  
 
Chris served in the Canadian Armed Forces for 36 years. In the latter part of his career, he was the 
Acting Director Future Security Analysis in the Department of National Defence, Deputy Director of the 
team writing the Canada First Defence Strategy and the Military Liaison Officer between the Canadian 
Armed Forces and the Standing Senate Committee on National Security and Defence. Later, he 
deployed to Kabul, Afghanistan as the Deputy Military Attaché in the Canadian Embassy from July 2009 
until July 2010, followed by Turkish language training and a posting to Ankara, Turkey as the Canadian 
Defence Attaché with cross accreditation to Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkmenistan from July 2011 until 
July 2014. Chris retired from the military in September 2014. He holds a PhD in history from Queen’s 
University and today is a member of the CIC National Board, a Fellow at the Queen’s Centre for 
International and Defence Policy, an Associate Faculty member at Royal Roads University and an 
Assistant Professor at the Royal Military College of Canada. 
 
Vice President: Marilyn MacLean Denton  
 
Marilyn MacLean Denton retired in Victoria after 27 years working for the federal government.  Among 
her assignments with Global Affairs Canada were five years as Trade Commissioner for Vancouver 
Island, Senior Trade Commissioner for Pakistan and Afghanistan, and International Education Marketing 
officer Asia Pacific branch.  She also worked in the private sector on various contracts and was one of 
two founding staff for the Foundation for Educational Exchange between Canada and the United States 
of America, the Fulbright Scholarship Program.  In retirement, she is active with St. Matthias Anglican 
Church, the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria Associates Wholesale Book Initiative, on the Board of 
Directors for Rogers Court (a 24-unit low-income seniors’ housing), gardening and music. 
 
Secretary and Membership: Paula Skippon  
 
Paula was a Canadian federal public servant for 32 years, working at senior executive levels in both 
central agencies and line departments. Five years were also spent on international exchange with the 
Department of Defence in Canberra, Australia. Since retiring to Victoria in 2002, Paula has been 
engaged in a variety of volunteer activities, including liaison between the RUSI Board of Directors and 
the University of Victoria on the Military Oral History program, and serving as Chair of the Board of 
Governors of the Corps of Commissionaires.   
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Treasurer: Roger Love  
 
Roger was a career banker, most recently in Asian risk management; following retirement he worked 
for the financial institutions’ regulator, OSFI, and – in Victoria – for the Provincial Ministry of 
Finance. Roger is now definitely retired, but active with the outdoor hobbies for which he now has time. 
 
Member at Large:  Jim Boutilier 
 
Dr. James Boutilier was the former Special Advisor (Policy) at Canada’s Maritime Forces Pacific 
Headquarters in Esquimalt, British Columbia and retired in 2020. He was responsible for advising the 
Commander of Maritime Forces Pacific on matters of defence and foreign policy and maritime security 
in the Asia Pacific region. Prior to his appointment at MARPAC, Dr. Boutilier spent twenty-four years on 
staff at the Royal Roads Military College in Victoria as Head of the History Department and then as Dean 
of Arts. Dr. Boutilier’s field of expertise is Asia-Pacific defence and security. Some of his recent lectures 
have focused on the Canadian Navy’s role in the Asia-Pacific, the new Asian security architecture, 
Northeast Asian security issues, and the new naval order in Asia. Dr. Boutilier lectures frequently at the 
NATO Defense College, the Canadian Forces College, the Australian Defence College, and the National 
Defense University of the Philippines. 
 
Member at Large: Alan Breakspear  
 
Alan was a federal public servant for 30 years, working in various departments and agencies, mainly in 
intelligence, and provided consulting services for several years thereafter. He moved to Victoria in 2007, 
where he maintains an interest in intelligence studies and is active in several professional associations.  
 
Member at Large: Jennifer Button 
 
Jennifer is an independent justice and governance consultant, following a 28-year career as legal 
counsel with the British Columbia Ministry of Justice. During her tenure at the Ministry of Justice, 
Jennifer provided legal and policy advice particularly on constitutional law, but also environmental law, 
gender issues, human rights law, judicial independence, rule of law, and intellectual property. She has 
also volunteered with the Canadian Bar Association (chiefly, the International Law section), the 
American Bar Association-UNDP International Legal Resource Center (ILRC) in Washington, Lawyers 
Rights Watch Canada, and the Canadian International Council, among other organizations.  Her 
international work includes working as a Visiting Professional with the International Criminal Court in 
The Hague, providing advice as a gender expert to UNDP Belarus, conducting training on principles of 
constitutional law for the judges and senior staff of the Supreme Court of Somaliland, and writing 
reports for the Commonwealth Secretariat and Canada’s Department of National Defence. 
 
Member at Large: Phil Calvert 
 
Philip is a Senior Fellow with the China Institute of the University of Alberta, a Senior Research Associate 
with the Centre for Asia-Pacific Initiatives at the University of Victoria, and an Honorary Research 
Associate at Vancouver Island University. He served in Beijing as a Trade Commissioner (1984-87), 
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Economic Counsellor (1994-1997) and Minister & Deputy Head of Mission (2004-2008). In Global Affairs 
Canada he served as Director General for North Asia, Deputy Chief Negotiator for Canada during China's 
accession to the WTO and as Director of the Technical Barriers to Trade Division. Most recently he spent 
2012-2016 as Canada’s ambassador to Thailand, Cambodia and Laos.  
 
Member at Large: Hon. Mary Collins, PC 
 
Mary has worked in the public, private and not-for-profit sectors. She was the Member of Parliament 
for Capilano-Howe Sound from 1984-93 and served as Associate Minister of National Defence, Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women and Minister of Health. She has been involved in projects to 
support women in political life in Vietnam, Ukraine and Mongolia and spent five years living in Russia 
working on health policy. Her current community activities include serving on the Boards of Saanich 
Police, Pacific Opera Victoria and Goward House. 
 
Member at Large: Heather Currie 
 
Heather has been a member of the Canadian International Council (CIC) since 2018 and has volunteered 
for several CIC projects, the most recent supporting the Foreign Policy By Canadians effort.  She has 
twenty-four years of experience in the non-profit, public and private sectors and in 2019, earned a BA 
(history) with Distinction from the University of Victoria with a focus on the Middle East.  Her most 
recent publication appeared in Afkar: The Undergraduate Journal of Middle East Studies (2020) which 
focused on the Partition of Palestine in 1947-1948.  While completing her BA, and with the support of 
the Royal United Services Institute - Vancouver Island, Heather also conducted an oral history project, 
which involved interviewing former members of the Canadian Armed Forces about their roles as former 
military attachés in various countries. Heather will also be pursuing graduate studies in the fall at the 
Royal Military College’s War Studies MA program and continue to explore questions on the 
effectiveness of the UNSC as a mechanism to uphold world peace. 
 
Member at Large: Arlin Hackman 
 
Arlin is a conservationist with local-to-global experience in developing and implementing programs 
related to land and resource management. In the 1990s, he mobilized the Endangered Spaces 
campaign, helping more than double Canada’s parkland in just a decade and fuelling the growth of 
WWF-Canada where he went on to serve as Vice President and Chief Conservation Officer for 10 years. 
In that position, he guided programs in the circumpolar Arctic and Cuba and helped forest products 
companies secure FSC certification for one third of Canada’s commercial forest, while also serving on 
WWF’s International Programme Committee. Now retired, Arlin is a past board chair of Nature United, 
the Canadian affiliate of TNC, and a member of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas. He 
served on the board of the Alberta Environmental Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Agency, as well 
as the Canadian International Resources and Development Institute. He holds a B.A. (Hons.) in 
Geography and a Master’s degree in Environmental Studies from York University. 
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Member at Large: Jenna Hrechka 
 
Jenna is going into her fourth-year majoring in Political Science at the University of Victoria. This year 
she will be completing her honours thesis focusing on COVID-19 policy. She began her degree after 
completing a diploma at the Northern Alberta Institute for Technology for Medical Radiological 
Technology and working for a year in the public health care system. She currently is active in campus 
clubs, serving as the President for the Undergraduates of Political Science. After completing her 
Undergraduate Degree, Jenna hopes to attend graduate school with the goal of a future career 
developing public policy. 
 
Member at Large: Mallin Jiang 
 
As an individual who cherishes education and international experience, Mallin grew up in-Shanghai 
before first moving to the Cayman Islands, after which she moved to Canada and became a Canadian 
Citizen. Mallin’s time in Shanghai, an international trade and financial center, where she witnessed the 
ascension of modern China and its economic miracle taught her the value of free-market principles and 
global trade. While in the Cayman Islands, a British Commonwealth country, she was exposed to the 
value of a strong legal and judicial system, as evidenced by the world’s confidence in its banking system. 
Canada gave Mallin citizenship as a refugee fleeing hurricane Ivan, but more importantly, it continues 
to demonstrate the value of a strong democracy which has provided the freedom and stability to 
establish her career, advance her education with a Master’s degree in international business, and 
assists her in launching her future endeavours. 
 
Mallin is currently managing the International Contract Training unit at Royal Roads University (RRU) 
and is responsible for developing and implementing international customized training programs for a 
diverse range of international students and professionals from Asia, Latin America, Europe, and the 
Middle East. Prior to joining the Professional and Continuing Studies team in February 2019, Mallin 
managed onshore international recruitment partners across multiple markets, both domestic and 
international, hosted delegations and visiting scholars, and liaised academic collaboration projects for 
the University. During her 14-year career at RRU, Mallin has been instrumental in developing and 
cultivating strategic relationships with key international partners, such as acting as the key liaison for 
China-Canada relations and supporting trade missions. 
 
Above and beyond her career at RRU, Mallin is engaged in facilitating international trade and 
investment opportunities, and community service such as fundraising events with the potential to bring 
diverse and vibrant culture to local communities. She strives to influence real change in the world 
through her advocacy in education, entrepreneurship, and cross-culture exchange while continuing to 
advance her professional career, expanding her leadership capacity, and developing more 
opportunities for the global community. Mallin’s near-term goals include further expanding her 
knowledge in the digital industry by acquiring new computer coding skills, supporting the development 
and launch of a new tech company, and becoming more involved in international trade in regions 
beyond Asia. Mallin earned a Master of Global Management Degree and a Graduate Certificate in Asia-
Pacific Trade and Investment from Royal Roads University. She is a successful recipient of the Irving K 
Barber One World Scholarship in 2019. 
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Member at Large: Seamus Lim-Heely  
 
Seamus is a third-year Honours student in Political Science at the University of Victoria. He was born 
and raised in South Australia before moving to the Canadian prairies when he was eleven. After high 
school, he came to Victoria to be by the ocean once again. He is the newly elected President of UVic's 
Model United Nations club, and also serves as Director of Finance for the Undergraduates of Political 
Science course union. In the past, he has run for the UVSS in addition to helping to establish UVic's first 
European Studies course union. He's excited to meet new people and to expand his horizons through 
involvement with the CIC. Outside of work and school, Seamus enjoys hiking, running, stand up paddle-
boarding, and spending time with his friends and family 
 
Member at Large: Jonathan Manthorpe  
 
Jonathan Manthorpe has worked for 40 years as a foreign correspondent and international affairs 
commentator for Canadian newspapers. He has been based in Europe, Africa and Asia and is the author 
of Forbidden Nation: A History of Taiwan (2008) and Claws of the Panda (2018). Jonathan has also been 
involved in special projects for governments and international organizations, including work for the 
United Nations, the World Bank, the Asia Development Bank, the Canadian International Development 
Agency and various NGOs.  His third book, Restoring Democracy in an Age of Populists and Pestilence 
will be published this summer. 
 
Member at Large: Lieutenant Commander (Retired) Paul Seguna 
 
Paul served in the Canadian Armed Forces, in both the Regular and Reserve components, for over 42 
years and retired in 2017. During his career, he served at sea with the Atlantic and Pacific fleets, as the 
Flag Lieutenant (Aide de Camp) to the Commander Maritime Forces Pacific and later as the Public Affairs 
Officer for Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt. Paul transferred to the Public Affairs Branch in 1992, serving 
in a variety of positions, including overseas with UN and NATO missions in Rwanda, Kosovo and Bosnia 
and in his last four years of service he was posted to NATO’s Allied Maritime Command Headquarters 
in London, UK.  Paul also holds a BA in history from Dalhousie University and he has had a lifelong 
interest in art, especially aviation and marine themes. He is a founding member of the Canadian 
Aerospace Artists Association with his artwork having been on exhibit in aviation and military museums 
and used in aviation history books. 
 
Member at Large: Brenda Schoepp 
 
Brenda brings a global perspective on food system leadership and in her decades of independent 
farming has developed regenerative practices and served in leadership roles provincially, nationally and 
internationally in agriculture and agri-food, finance, policy, research and animal health. She was 
awarded the Lord Nuffield Scholarship in 2012, which allowed her to investigate and develop 
mentorship programs for women and girls in global agriculture.  In 2019, she earned her Master of Arts 
in Global Leadership from Royal Roads University (RRU), researching Global Food Systems Leadership 
and completed her United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) courses on Food Security 
and Rural Community Development. She is the recipient of awards in leadership, diversity, 
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communication and as an author.  An active advocate for equality and acceptance and an inspiring 
speaker, she fosters her global reach by focusing on youth, mentoring young entrepreneurs and 
providing leadership training through Global Food Lead.  Her book Three Times a Day: Leadership to 
Feed Our World will be published in 2021.  Brenda has also represented CIC Victoria at RRU addressing 
Critical Questions toward a New Dialogue in Canada’s Food & Ingredient Trade and at the University of 
Victoria as a panelist for United Nations Day: Conversations on Climate Change.  She was recently 
appointed to the Canadian Food Policy Advisory Council, which is tasked with co-creating the nation’s 
first food policy.   
 
Member at Large: Anna Tsurkan 
 
Anna moved to Canada from Russia where she obtained all her degrees, including a Ph.D. in Political 
Science.  Her career path has included public service, election observation and administration and 
research.  In Russia, Anna worked for Moscow City Heritage Committee, OSCE/ODIHR Election 
Observation Missions and Institute of the U.S.A. and Canada of the Russian Academy of Sciences.  In 
Canada, she has been employed by Statistics Canada, Elections BC and Elections Canada. In addition, as 
an independent researcher, Anna writes and gives presentations on a broad range of security and 
political topics linked to Canada-Russia relations.  Since last year, she has been Vice President, Research 
and Content Development, with the CIC Young Professional Network. 
 
 
 
 
 


