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Dear CIC Victoria Branch members,                              17 August 2020 
 
As we come closer to our 1 September Annual 
General Meeting, I thought it was important to 
take some time and look back at our branch 
activities during the past year, talk about the next 
four months in particular, and also provide you 
with an update on events at the CIC national level. 
 
During the past 12 months, your volunteer 
Executive Committee has worked very hard, often 
behind the scenes, to deliver what we hope has 
been an exciting and informative speaker program. 
And we did have our challenges! In January, a 
significant snowfall disrupted our scheduled lunch 
at the Union Club.  February was fine, but by mid-
March it was clear that COVID-19 was going to 
impact all of our lives dramatically. Certainly, from 
a branch perspective, our popular lunches at the 
Union Club, and evenings at the Sticky Wicket, could no longer be held. Nor were we in a position to 
run student focused events such as Canadians Going Global at the University of Victoria or hold panel 
events at Royal Roads University. To the rescue, however, rode the social communications platform 
called Zoom.   
 
Between April and June this year, we ran three of our own branch-specific Zoom events and 
collaborated with two other branches to deliver two national events. And, for the first time, we were 
able to take part in over a dozen different Zoom events run by CIC branches from across Canada, 
including events in French run by our new CIC branch in Quebec City.  Indeed, Zoom has been a lifesaver 
in many respects, although we know not everyone has tried it. If you haven’t yet, please let us know 
and we’ll gladly arrange to have someone drop by and get you all set-up. We’d be happy to do so 
because until a COVID-19 vaccine is available we’ll need to keep relying on Zoom. Being the ever 
optimist, I am hoping that we will resume our normal programming in early 2021. As much as I like 
Zoom, it’s no replacement for actually getting together in a social setting, saying hello and then directly 
engaging with our speakers. 
 
In other news, since last September we supported a wide range of student-focused activities such as 
Model United Nations conferences. And the pace of our overall program picked up considerably during 
this year, as did our membership, which grew from 448 members this time last year to 467 members 
today, including almost 100 students. The more members we have, the more money there is to support 
our activities and for every new member that joins we receive 50% of the membership fee, with the 
other 50% supporting CIC National activities such as the national speaker program, research fellows, 
social media platforms and membership management. In fact, your support of CIC National and CIC 
Victoria, by way of annual memberships and donations, is directly helping us to promote and uphold 
Canada’s values and interests. Indeed, I would also like to send my heartfelt thanks to all those CIC 
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Victoria members who donated to CIC last 
year. Donations, both small and large, are 
helping to keep our organization alive and well. 
 
Locally, it may often seem that we, as an 
organization, have little impact on Canada’s 
future. But that’s not the case, and combined 
with our national office in Toronto and 15 other 
branches across the country we are driving 
conversations of national and international 
importance. Perhaps somewhat telling of the 
impact that our members can have as foreign 
policy influencers is that 42 people out of 233 
respondents reported in a recent CIC national 
‘experience survey’ having had an op-ed 

published online or in traditional media during the last five years! And many in that group of 42 are 
from our branch. At the national level, our president, Ben Rowswell, has embarked us all on the Global 
Ambition Project, which is a grassroots effort to conduct a foreign policy review.  In addition, as a result 
of several generous donations from Canadian foundations to the CIC, we will be re-launching the 
Canadian foreign affairs website Open Canada in the fall.  
 
In closing, I believe we are all here because we share a passion for global affairs, a conviction that 
Canada can play a significant role in the world, and a clear understanding of how that role can be shaped 
by a vibrant civil society dialogue. With this in mind, your Executive Committee’s intent is to continue 
bringing to our membership the best possible speakers on a wide range of domestic and international 
issues of importance to Canada and the world.  We will also keep striving to build a diverse and inclusive 
branch and one that also bridges the gap between our more experienced members and our student 
and young professional members to better prepare them for the challenges ahead.  
 
Thank you for being a part of this effort and keeping with us during these challenging times. I look 
forward to seeing everyone ‘virtually’ in the coming months and later in-person. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Kilford, CD, PhD 
President 
Victoria Branch 
Canadian International Council 
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CIC National News 
 
CIC National, under the guidance of our national president, Ben Rowswell has made great strides since 
he took over in December 2018. Supporting him in Toronto is Daniel Lis and earlier this year, Ben 
contracted a professional fundraiser to help us as an organization and this decision has helped us to 
attract new donors, both corporate and foundation-based.  As your Branch President I continue to have 
a seat on the CIC National Board and also the Governance Committee. I’m also pleased to say that Ruth 
Mojeed, who sits on our Executive Committee is also a member of the National Board and the 
Governance Committee as well. 
 

In October last year, CIC National 
and Global Canada held a two-day 
conference/retreat in Toronto 
called Changing the World – A 
Celebration of Canadian 
Leadership. From Victoria, we sent 
Alan Breakspear and Anna Tsurkan 
and without a doubt, the 
conference breathed new life into 
the CIC. Now, for example, we are 
about to embark on an 
examination of Canada’s foreign 
policy in an effort called the Global 
Ambition Project. In the coming 
months, across the country, CIC 

branches will be holding a series of events focused on key foreign policy issues that are facing Canada 
and this will be followed by a two-day deliberative democracy online event that will bring together 300 
Canadians from all walks of life to further refine where Canada should be heading. In addition, CIC is 
relaunching the website Open Canada. This website was run by CIC several years ago until funding dried 
up and the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) stepped-in. However, with the kind 
help of foundations and individual donors, plus CIGI’s blessing, we are back in business. You can visit 
the current website here: https://www.opencanada.org/. 
 
CIC has also launched the Young Professionals Network (YPN), which is a CIC national initiative designed 
to connect and engage young professionals across Canada who are interested in Canadian foreign 
policy. At the CIC national retreat in October 2019, young professionals from across Canada came 
together and agreed to pursue this exciting project and a team has been actively working to make the 
YPN a reality. In early June, CIC President Ben Rowswell took the project to the CIC National Board who 
endorsed its creation. The YPN is open to CIC members 40 years old and younger and an e-mail with 
details about the YPN has been sent to all student and young professional members. CIC Victoria 
member Anna Tsurkan has played a pivotal role in getting this initiative up and running. 
 
 
 

CIC national president Ben Rowswell 
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CIC Victoria – a review of 2019-2020 
 
Locally, we were quite busy in 2019-2020 
running numerous events.  And many of 
them often turned out to be more popular 
than we thought they might be!  As a result, 
for the first time, we introduced afternoon 
Politics-in-the-Pub sessions at the Sticky 
Wicket to cater for the increasing demand. 
Since last September, we have held five 
lunches at the Union Club with an average 
turnout of 120 members. If not for COVID-
19, we would have held three more lunches 
and the January lunch turnout was less than 
expected due to the heavy snowfall 
experienced the day before.  In addition, we 
held 12 Politics-in-the-Pub sessions (PiP) and 
5 Zoom-based speaker events. Plus, CIC 
Victoria held 4 speaker events at the 
University of Victoria (UVic), 1 event at Royal Roads University (RRU) and many other smaller-scale 
activities with UVic, RRU and Vancouver Island University (VIU). Information about all of our events, 
and some of our university outreach activities, is captured in Annex A at the end of this report.  
 
In general, attendance at events has continued to surpass expectations. And for events at the Sticky 
Wicket Pub, with its maximum capacity of 60 people for a PiP, we often had a waiting list (although as 
you’ll see in Annex A, quite often members who had reserved a spot didn’t come, which resulted in 
some lost revenue and others missing out). The good news when it comes to waiting lists is that many 
of our speakers were happy to speak twice and as mentioned, we introduced afternoon PiPs to provide 
more options for our membership. 
 
To keep costs down at our Union Club lunches, you will recall that last year we decided to end the bar 
service at our lunch venue, which had quite limited use. Instead, CIC members are able to purchase 
drinks at the upstairs bar and bring them down for lunch.  This seemed to work well this year so we will 
continue as is. Our intent is to also hold the CIC lunch cost at $30 for a regular member for 2020-2021, 
despite a recent increase in service charges that has resulted in the cost of a lunch rising to $29.53 per 
person. As you may know, guests pay $40 for lunch and CIC student members pay $15. In general, we 
continue to ‘break-even’ at our lunch and PiP events.     
 
Given the unique circumstances we found ourselves in this year, we felt it was also important to show 
our support for the community. As a result, a $1,000 donation was made to the Victoria COVID-19 Rapid 
Relief Fund on behalf of our membership. COVID-19 also impacted our plans to open a new CIC branch 
in Whitehorse last April. As a result, we are now looking to the fall period or early next year to relaunch 
this initiative. The launch of the new branch is a CIC Victoria initiative in support of the national level. 
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Student Engagement 
 

Supporting our CIC student members and 
the wider student community on 
Vancouver Island is one of the most 
rewarding activities we do as a branch. For 
example, our Canadians Going Global 
event at UVic has been a great success in 
the past with a panel of experts discussing 
their careers in front of a student 
audience. After the formal part of the 
evening, everyone then had a chance to 
mingle over light refreshments and finger 
foods, and to carry-on the discussion. 
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we had 
to cancel this event (see the poster to the 
left), which was a major disappointment.  
But we hope to be back in 2021! 

 
When it comes to engaging with students and building our student membership base, like last year, we 
took part in UVic’s student career fair in October 2019. Specifically, this meant having a table at the 
career fair alongside the Centre for Global Studies and talking about CIC’s growing activities on campus. 
In relation to this, we also supported the UVic Model United Nations (UN) conference with a $1,000 
donation, and the VIU Model UN conference in Nanaimo with a $500 donation. CIC Victoria President 
Chris Kilford was also the keynote 
speaker at the University of British 
Columbia’s Model UN conference in 
Vancouver in January 2020. Another 
student-focused and very well attended 
event that was conducted last year was 
The Future of Canadian Diplomacy.  Held 
at UVic and supported by the Centre for 
Global Studies, a superb panel was  
brought together to discuss, with a 
largely student audience, the foreign 
policy challenges facing Canada today. 
The panel featured former Canadian 
Ambassadors Marc Lortie and Jillian Stirk, 
former CBC journalist Patrick Brown and 
Pam Isfeld, President of the Professional 
Association of Foreign Service Officers.   
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Working with the Inter-Cultural Association (ICA) of Greater Victoria, we 
were also very excited to be in a position in June 2020 to introduce CIC 
Victoria’s new $1,000 diversity scholarship that will be awarded to a new 
Canadian heading to either Camosun College or UVic in 2020. We expect 
the student recipient, selected via a rigorous process run by the ICA, to be 
given the scholarship in September. In the future our hope is to have a 
second scholarship and if possible, increase the amounts. 
 
CIC Victoria also continued to work closely with the Centre for Global Studies and the Centre for Asia 
Pacific Initiatives at UVic.  As many of you know, both hold a wide range of events each year and many 
in conjunction with CIC.  We were also proud supporters of the Victoria Forum, The Inclusion Project 
and the ICA. If you would like more information you can visit their websites here:  
 

• The CFGS: https://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/globalstudies/ 

• CAPI: https://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/capi/ 

• The Victoria Forum: https://victoriaforum.ca/ 

• The Inclusion Project: https://www.theinclusionproject.com/ 

• The ICA: https://www.icavictoria.org/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In November 2019, we were pleased to present a cheque for $500 to the organizers 
of the Vancouver Island University Model United Nations Conference. In the photo, 
left to right, are: Dr. Mark Williams (VIU Faculty Sponsor), Chris Kilford (President, CIC 
Victoria), Mitchel Davie (Secretary General), Morag Champagne-Holland (Deputy 
Secretary General), Sadaf Abdul Kayumand (Director, International Press Corps) and 
CIC Victoria VIU liaison lead, Gerry Thompson. 
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Table 1 below outlines our proposed expenditures in support of student focused activities for 2020-
2021. 

 
Table 1 – Proposed CIC Victoria Student Focused Expenditures 2020-2021 

 
Activity Amount Remarks 
UVic Model UN Club Annual 
Conference 
(Spring 2021 – tbc) 

$1,500 A three-day conference attracting over 100 students who represent 
various UN member countries while debating key international security 
subjects.  Our donation goes to the general conference operating fund to 
pay for lunches, conference supplies and the conference website 

VIU Model UN Club Annual 
Conference 
(Spring 2021 – tbc) 

$750 A two-day conference attracting, on average, 75 students. Our donation 
goes to the general conference operating fund to pay for lunches, 
conference supplies and the conference website 

UVic Canadians Going Global 
(Spring 2021 – tbc)  

$750 An evening event bringing CIC members and UVic students together. 
During the evening, a panel of CIC experts discuss their career 
experiences and take questions followed by a networking opportunity 
with light refreshments and finger foods 

100 Complimentary Student 
Memberships 

$1,000 To encourage students to join CIC Victoria, we will offer one-year 
complimentary memberships.  A student membership is normally $20 a 
year but CIC National reimburses us $10 for each membership.  Our aim is 
to introduce students to CIC and hope that they will stay with us 

Student conference 
attendance (conference fees) 

$500 This amount allows us to sponsor student attendance at local 
conferences.  For example, in 2019, CIC Victoria sponsored 6 students (at 
$75 each) so they could attend The Inclusion Project conference at RRU 

Diversity Scholarship Fund $1,000 An annual contribution to a scholarship fund managed by the ICA focused 
on assisting newcomers to Canada 

Total $5,500  

 

University of Victoria, Model UN Club members at the January 2020 
University of British Columbia Model UN Conference in Vancouver. 
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Social media 
 
When it comes to social media, our efforts remain quite modest and the focus has been on maintaining 
a Facebook site, which now has 321 followers, up from 220 followers last year! Of course, not everyone 
has a Facebook account so we will continue to use e-mail announcements as our primary means of 
contacting you about our events. However, if you are a Facebook user please consider following our 
Facebook page as we do post advance notifications about our events, and photos and articles we think 
will be of interest.  
 
We also have a CIC Victoria page on the CIC National website with general information about our 
branch. If you have not had a chance to visit our social media sites the details are below: 
 

• CIC Victoria Facebook website: https://www.facebook.com/CICVictoria/ 
 

• CIC National’s Victoria website: https://thecic.org/en/branches/victoria/ 
 
In addition, and in our new-normal of Zoom-based events, many other CIC branches are also holding 
some really interesting panel discussions.  While the CIC National email newsletters are a good way to 
find out what’s going on an even better way is to periodically visit the CIC National website and the 
Virtual Events webpage.  Here’s the link: 
 

• CIC National Virtual Events webpage: https://thecic.org/virtual-events-series/ 
 
 
Finances 
 
Our financial situation remains very good, which means that we have much greater flexibility, not only 
to support the student focused activities noted in Table 1, but also to continue bringing to Victoria the 
best speakers we can find on the international issues of the day.  
 
Moving forward, your Executive Committee will also continue examining how we can, as an influential 
organization in Victoria, expand our student outreach programs and engage with new Canadians. Any 
ideas from the wider membership are always welcome. 
 
On the financial front, Roger Love is our treasurer and Behram Dadachanji is our honourary auditor. At 
the start of the new fiscal year we had on hand $38,617.31 and for this fiscal year our budget is shown 
in Table 2. Note that the Lunch and Politics-in-the-Pub expected revenue and expenses is based on 
running in-person events from January to June 2021. If we are unable to do so because of Covid-19, our 
speaker expenses will also be far less as we will continue to rely solely on Zoom events.  Thus, we will 
end the year with a larger surplus than noted. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CICVictoria/
https://thecic.org/en/branches/victoria/
https://thecic.org/virtual-events-series/
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Table 2 – CIC Victoria Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INCOME 
Actual 
 YTD 

Budget 
2020-21 

2019-20 
Final 

Membership Fees                              75.00 12,500 12,739.50 

Luncheon Meeting Revenue  (if held in 2021)                   0.00 18,000 16,393.45 

Politics in the Pub Revenue (if held in 2021) 0.00 4,000 10,380.00 

Other Event Revenue 0.00 0  200 

National Speaker's Grant (if required in 2021) 0.00 1,000 0 

GIC Investment Income             0.00 800 639.44 

Total Income $75.00 36,300 40,352.39 

EXPENSES    

Luncheon meetings operating costs (see above) 0.00 18,000 16,782.99 

Politics in the Pub Operating Costs (see above) 0.00 4,300 11,578.78 

Other Event Operating Costs 0.00 0  4,413.02 

Student Expenses (see Table 1) 0.00 5,500 2,206 

Speakers' Travel/Lodging Expenses (if needed in 2021) 0.00 5,000 4,485.18 

Gift Cards 0.00 250 672.40 

Executive Committee Travel Expenses 0.00 0  0 

Administrative Expenses 0.00 400 452.65 

Bank Charges  3.75 150 120.93 

Membership Recruitment Projects 0.00 0  0 

Members' Name Badges 0.00 500 464.36 

Contingency & Miscellaneous 0.00 1,000 1,000 

Total Expenses $3.75 35,100 42,176.56 
    

NET Surplus or Deficit (-) $71.25 $1,200 -1,824.17 
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Our Upcoming CIC Victoria Program Preview 
 
For the fall of 2020, we will be holding a variety 
of interesting and inspiring events with 
speakers from across Canada, the United 
States, Australia, Kenya and Turkey. In 
addition, we will be able to take advantage of 
numerous Zoom-based and member-only 
events run by the 15 other branches of CIC. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions we expect to 
keep with Zoom events for the rest of 2020 
and fingers-crossed, we’ll return to in-person 
events in 2021 at our normal venues. 
 
As always, there’s a lot going on in the world right now, but a major event will be the US presidential 
election on 3 November. In the lead-up, we will be featuring Dr. Matthew Sutton from Washington 
State University who will be speaking about the rise of the religious right and their historical influence 
in the US.  It will also be an opportunity to engage in a little speculation on what might happen on 3 
November and what a Trump or Biden White House could mean for Canada. And soon after the 
election, we will be joined by Larry Haas and Jeremy Kinsman, who will actually do a post-election wrap 
for us and wipe away all the speculative thoughts we may have had!   
 

Of course, we don’t know 
how things will play out in 
November, but once the 
dust settles, Larry and 
Jeremy will give us their 
thoughts on what to 
expect out of 
Washington. For those 
that don’t know, Larry 
and Jeremy appear 
weekly on CTV News 
Channel to give their 
assessment of world 

affairs – in the picture above, Larry is on the left and Jeremy on the right.  Larry is a former senior White 
House official and an award-winning journalist. He is now a Senior Fellow for U.S. Foreign Policy at the 
American Foreign Policy Council in Washington. Jeremy, as many of you know, served as Canada’s 
Ambassador in Moscow (1992-96), in Rome (1996-2000) as High Commissioner in London (2000-2002), 
and as Ambassador to the EU in Brussels (2002-2006). Jonathan Manthorpe, author of Restoring 
Democracy in an Age of Populists and Pestilence, which will be released in late August 2020, will 
moderate the talk. 
 
 



Page 13 of 23 

 

In addition, we will be hosting, via Zoom, William Pike who is the 
Editor-in-Chief of the Nairobi Star. Before this, William was the 
Editor-in-Chief of New Vision, Uganda’s top-selling newspaper. 
And his rise to that position is captured in his 2019 book 
Combatants. In 1984, William linked-up with the National 
Resistance Army (NRA) and you’ll see in the photo below a young 
William and his trusty bike that he used to keep up with the faster 
moving NRA troops! The NRA was looking to overthrow the 
Ugandan government led by Milton Obote and from the front 
lines, William reported on what was happening for an 
international audience and along the way became close to the 
leader of the NRA, Yoweri Museveni.  
 
Museveni became Uganda’s Prime Minister in 1986 and still 
holds that position. One reviewer of William’s new book had this 
to say: “Not many can claim to be well-rounded East Africans. As 
one, William Pike is rivaled possibly only by Angelina 
Wapakhabulo, the Tanzanian-born former Uganda ambassador 
to Kenya.” During his talk, William, who was born in Tanzania, 
will speak about his time in Uganda, his current role in Kenya, 
East African political challenges in general and touch on China’s 
role in the region. 
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In addition, we are delighted to also report that we will be 
joined by Hannah Lucinda Smith, who is The Times 
correspondent in Turkey, where she has covered regional 
conflicts, the 2016 coup attempt in Turkey and the rise of 
Turkey’s often controversial president, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. 
During her time in Turkey, she has also reported from inside 
rebel-held Syria, on the front lines of the battle against ISIS in 
Iraq, and joined the mass movement of migrants on their 
journey to Europe in 2015. 
 
In her book, Erdoğan Rising, which Hannah will discuss, she 
introduces Turkey as a vital country, one that borders and 
buffers Western Europe, the Middle East and the old Soviet 
Union, marshals the second largest army in NATO and hosts 
more refugees than any other nation. She will also talk about 
how President Erdoğan came into power in 2002-2003, and 
how since then he has steadily increased his grip on power, 
with election-after-election ballot box success. And with the 
next national election set for 2023, Hannah will talk about 
where she thinks Turkey is headed to next. 
 

And no doubt everyone is familiar with Jonathan 
Manthorpe’s 2019 book Claws of the Panda in which he 
described the role the Chinese Communist Party has been 
playing behind the scenes in Canada. Well, Jonathan 
actually has an Australian counterpart who published his 
own book called Silent Invasion in 2018. Indeed, 
respected academic Clive Hamilton took pen to paper 
soon after it was revealed in 2016 that wealthy Chinese 
businessmen linked to the CCP had become the largest 
donors to both major Australian political parties. He then 
began investigating the CCP’s influence in Australia and 
what he discovered shocked him: “From politics to 
culture, real estate to agriculture, universities to unions, 
and even in primary schools, he uncovered compelling 
evidence of the CCP's infiltration of Australia.” The 
publication of Silent Invasion, was followed by his next 
book, Hidden Hand – Exposing How the Chinese 
Communist Party is Reshaping the World, in which Clive 
argues the CCP is determined to reshape the world in its 
image. The book is also a detailed and devastating expose 
of the CCP in Canada and in it he argues “that Canada's 
political, business, academic and cultural elites have over 
many years been co-opted by the CCP and its agencies.” 
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No doubt, this will be yet another lively and timely discussion with Clive as he discusses both books and 
the legal challenges that he and his publisher have faced surrounding the publication of Hidden Hand. 
In fact, the threat of a lawsuit stemming from the UK over a portion of the book’s content, at least 
temporarily, paused publication of Hidden Hand in Canada. However, the book is now available in 
Victoria. 
 
During the fall period, we will also be running Global Ambition Project events focused on the global 
economy and the current opportunities and challenges facing Canada. We expect to run several panel 
events via Zoom in a joint effort with CIC Vancouver.   
 
Finally, as mentioned before, our friends across the country in other CIC branches will also be running 
a number of events for CIC members only during the late August to December period. 
 
 

Table 3 – Planned dates for our upcoming Zoom-based events 
 

Date Time Speaker Topic Remarks 

Wednesday, 
9 September 

9:00-10:30 am Hannah Lucinda 
Smith 

Erdoğan Rising  From Istanbul 

Wednesday, 
14 October 

3:00-4:30 pm Matthew Sutton The Religious Right in 
Modern America 

From Spokane 

Tuesday,  
27 October 

4:00-5:30 pm Clive Hamilton China: Hidden Hand From Canberra 

Monday,  
9 November 

4:00-5:00 pm  Larry Haas and 
Jeremy Kinsman 

US presidential election 
wrap-up 

From Washington 
and Victoria 

Tuesday,  
24 November 

8:00-9:30 am William Pike Eastern Africa today From Nairobi 

Notes: 
 

- Events are open for CIC members and their guests 
- Events will be recorded for those not able to attend on the day 
- Registration details will be sent separately to members for all events 
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Final Words 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my Executive Committee and all our volunteers for their 
work over the past year. In particular, I would like to thank Chris Brown, Margaret Cornish, Alina Sobolik 
and Gerry Thompson, who are leaving the Executive Committee this year. They have done a terrific job, 
over many years and all four will be missed.   
 
In addition, Gerry Thompson took on a leading role in our effort to establish a new CIC branch in 
Whitehorse, travelling there to meet with community leaders over several days last November. And, 
Anna Tsurkan has, as mentioned, played a leading role in the establishment of the CIC Young 
Professionals Network. With regards to the Global Ambition Project, we would not be where we are 
right now at the national level without the drive and determination of other CIC Victoria members, 
including Alan Breakspear, Phil Calvert, Mary Collins, and Paul Seguna.  All of them dedicated hours of 
effort over many months, with their counterparts in other branches, discussing how best to approach 
a grassroots review of Canada’s foreign policy. On the communications side of this effort, Paul Seguna 
was at the forefront, writing the overall Global Ambition Project communications plan. 
 
As mentioned before, at the AGM we will be voting in four new members and approving the Executive 
Committee for 2020-2021.  Biographies of the current and new members standing for the Executive 
Committee can be found at the end of this report.   
 
I would also like to thank everyone for being a part of CIC and CIC Victoria. We are looking forward to 
another exciting year of events, meeting and working with students and interacting with new 
Canadians.  In addition, if you are interested in joining the Executive Committee in the future or would 
like to get involved in other ways, please let us know. We are always interested in hearing from 
members with global expertise in international affairs or international trade who could speak at our 
events, participate in panel events or work individually with our student members. 
 
We also value your feedback and any questions about our activities and upcoming events can be sent 
to our branch secretary at this address: cic.victoria.sec@gmail.com 
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Annex A: CIC Victoria Event Overview 2019-2020 
 

 
 
 

Date Speaker(s) 
 

Topic Attendance 

11 Sep 19 Matthew Fisher (roundtable held at UVic) The last war correspondent  30 

11 Sep 19 Matthew Fisher (PiP SW – evening) The last war correspondent  57 

12 Sep 19 Matthew Fisher (UC lunch) The last war correspondent  124 

25 Sep 19 Patrick Brown, Pam Isfeld, Amb. Marc Lortie and 
Amb. Jillian Stirk (held at UVic) 

The Future of Canadian Diplomacy 90 

8 Oct 19 John Foster (PiP Cedar Hills – evening)  Oil and World Politics 82 

9 Oct 19 John Foster (roundtable at UVic) Oil and World Politics 20 

16 Oct 19 Director General Andy Chen – Taipei Office 
Vancouver (UC lunch) 

Canada – Taiwan relations 104 

18 Oct 19 Hon. Mary Collins, Patricia Leidl, and Corey 
Levine (Model UN Conference at UVic)  

Panel event 85 

21 Nov 19 Lou Naumovski (UC lunch) On the front lines of Russia’s economy 107 

21 Nov 19 Lou Naumovski (PiP SW – evening) On the front lines of Russia’s economy 47 

2 Dec 19 Victoria Golf and Country Club Holiday reception 105 

9 Dec 19 Frank Flood, Consul General of Ireland Vancouver 
(PiP SW – evening) 

Brexit – the view from Ireland 109 

9 Dec 19 Frank Flood, Consul General of Ireland Vancouver 
(PiP SW – evening) 

Brexit – the view from Ireland 

7 Jan 20 Dr. Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly, Amb. Jeremy 
Kinsman and Brian Parrott (PiP SW – evening) 

Brexit and the UK elections 109 

8 Jan 20 Dr. Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly, Amb. Jeremy 
Kinsman and Brian Parrott (PiP SW – evening) 

Brexit and the UK elections 

15 Jan 20 Jonathan Manthorpe (UC lunch) Claws of the Panda – Redux 117 

3 Feb 20 Dr. Chris Kilford (PiP SW – afternoon) Turkey and the Battle for the Middle East 101 

3 Feb 20 Dr. Chris Kilford (PiP SW – evening) Turkey and the Battle for the Middle East 

4 Feb 20 Dr. Chris Kilford (PiP SW – evening) Turkey and the Battle for the Middle East 

19 Feb 20 Dr. Alison Rowley (UC lunch) Putin Kitsch in America 149 

19 Feb 20 Dr. Alison Rowley (RRU) Putin Kitsch in America 45 

2 Mar 20 Jonathan Manthorpe and Hugh Stephens (PiP SW 
– afternoon) 

A Free and Open Indo-Pacific: What does 
it mean for Canada? 

105 

2 Mar 20 Jonathan Manthorpe and Hugh Stephens (PiP SW 
– evening) 

A Free and Open Indo-Pacific: What does 
it mean for Canada? 

23 Apr 20 Dr. Can Mutlu, Dr. Chris Kilford and Amb. Glenn 
Davidson (by Zoom) 

Turkey…Major Ally, Major Issues / with 
CIC Halifax 

99 

18 May 20 Jonathan Manthorpe (by Zoom) Restoring Democracy in an age of 
Populists and Pestilence  

60 

1 Jun 20 Dr. Anna Tsurkan (by Zoom) Russia and the Fight against COVID-19 50 

15 Jun 20 Dr. Jim Boutilier, Dr. Chris Kilford, and 
BGen (ret’d) Don Macnamara (by Zoom) 

The Canadian Armed Forces – Future 
Threats 

46 

24 Jun 20 Mr. Richard Mills – Chargé d’Affaires at the US 
Embassy in Ottawa (by Zoom) 

Defence in the Aftermath of COVID-19 / 
with CIC NCB 

47 
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Annex B: CIC Victoria Proposed Executive Committee for 2020-2021 
 
 
Current members – returning 
 
President: Chris Kilford  
 
Chris served in the Canadian Armed Forces for 36 years. In the latter part of his career he was the Acting 
Director Future Security Analysis in the Department of National Defence, Deputy Director of the team 
writing the Canada First Defence Strategy and the Military Liaison Officer between the Canadian Armed 
Forces and the Standing Senate Committee on National Security and Defence. Later, he deployed to 
Kabul, Afghanistan as the Deputy Military Attaché in the Canadian Embassy from July 2009 until July 
2010, followed by Turkish language training and a posting to Ankara, Turkey as the Canadian Defence 
Attaché with cross accreditation to Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkmenistan from July 2011 until July 
2014. Chris retired from the military in September 2014. He holds a PhD in history from Queen’s 
University (2009) and today is a member of the CIC National Board, a Fellow at the Queen’s Centre for 
International and Defence Policy and a Research Fellow with the Canadian Defence Associations 
Institute. 
 
Vice President: Hon. Mary Collins, PC 
 
Mary has worked in the public, private and not-for-profit sectors. She was the Member of Parliament 
for Capilano-Howe Sound from 1984-93 and served as Associate Minister of National Defence, Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women and Minister of Health. She has been involved in projects to 
support women in political life in Vietnam, Ukraine and Mongolia and spent five years living in Russia 
working on health policy. Her current community activities include serving on the Boards of Saanich 
Police, Pacific Opera Victoria and Goward House. 
 
Secretary and Membership: Paula Skippon  
 
Paula was a Canadian federal public servant for 32 years, working at senior executive levels in both 
central agencies and line departments. Five years were also spent on international exchange with the 
Department of Defence in Canberra, Australia. Since retiring to Victoria in 2002, Paula has been 
engaged in a variety of volunteer activities, including liaison between the RUSI Board of Directors and 
the University of Victoria on the Military Oral History program, and serving as Chair of the Board of 
Governors of the Corps of Commissionaires.   
 
Treasurer: Roger Love  
 
Roger was a career banker, most recently in Asian risk management; following retirement he worked 
for the financial institutions’ regulator, OSFI, and – in Victoria – for the Provincial Ministry of 
Finance. Roger is now definitely retired, but active with the outdoor hobbies for which he now has time. 
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Member at Large: Alan Breakspear  
 
Alan was a federal public servant for 30 years, working in various departments and agencies, mainly in 
intelligence, and provided consulting services for several years thereafter. He moved to Victoria in 2007, 
where he maintains an interest in intelligence studies and is active in several professional associations.  
 
Member at Large: Phil Calvert 
 
Philip is a Senior Fellow with the China Institute of the University of Alberta. He served in Beijing as a 
Trade Commissioner (1984-87), Economic Counsellor (1994-1997) and Minister & Deputy Head of 
Mission (2004-2008). In Global Affairs Canada he served as Director General for North Asia, Deputy 
Chief Negotiator for Canada during China's accession to the WTO and as Director of the Technical 
Barriers to Trade Division. Most recently he spent 2012-2016 as Canada’s ambassador to Thailand, 
Cambodia and Laos. 
 
Member at Large: Marilyn MacLean Denton  
 
Marilyn retired in Victoria after 27 years working for the federal government. Her final assignment was 
as Trade Commissioner for Vancouver Island and Head of the Victoria office of Global Affairs Canada.  
Most of her career was spent in Ottawa, however she has lived abroad in Pakistan and Jamaica.  She 
and travelled extensively for work in the Asia Pacific region.  She also worked in the private sector on 
various contracts and was one of two founding staff for the Foundation for Educational Exchange 
between Canada and the United States of America, the Fulbright Scholarship Program.  In retirement, 
she is active with St. Matthias Anglican Church, sings in the choir, organizes monthly Attic Treasures 
sales, plays with a recorder group and is on the Board of Directors for Rogers Court, a 24-unit low 
income seniors’ housing project. 
 
Member at Large: Jenna Hrechka 
 
Jenna is going into her third-year majoring in Political Science at the University of Victoria. She began 
her degree after completing a diploma at the Northern Alberta Institute for Technology for Medical 
Radiological Technology and working for a year in the public health care system. She currently 
volunteers for the Student Food Bank at UVic and is active in campus clubs, currently serving as the 
Director of Communications for the Undergraduates of Political Science. Her present academic focus is 
on the sociological aspects of politics. After completing her Undergraduate Degree, Jenna hopes to 
attend graduate school with the goal of a future career developing public policy. 
 
Member at Large: Jonathan Manthorpe  
 
Jonathan Manthorpe has worked for 40 years as a foreign correspondent and international affairs 
commentator for Canadian newspapers. He has been based in Europe, Africa and Asia and is the author 
of Forbidden Nation: A History of Taiwan (2008) and Claws of the Panda (2018). Jonathan has also been 
involved in special projects for governments and international organizations, including work for the 
United Nations, the World Bank, the Asia Development Bank, the Canadian International Development 
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Agency and various NGOs.  His third book, Restoring Democracy in an Age of Populists and Pestilence 
will be published this summer. 
 
Member at Large: Ruth Mojeed 
 
Ruth is the Founder & Chief Equity Officer of The Inclusion Project. She brings extensive lived experience 
and grounded expertise to her work in equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI) across both public and 
private sectors. Her research, engagement and solutions design focus on an intersectional and inter-
generational approach to addressing complex issues of racial and gender equity.  
 
Ruth is indigenous to the Yoruba tribe from western Nigeria. She migrated to Canada in 2015 to pursue 
a master’s degree in intercultural & international communication at Royal Roads University. She also 
holds certificates in community organizing & leadership from Harvard University and community-based 
participatory research from the University of Victoria. She is a Black History Month laureate (2018). She 
was awarded the Community Leadership Award (2019) and recognized by the Premier of British 
Columbia for her contribution to supporting newcomers to the region.  She was part of a youth 
delegation to the World Economic Forum (2018) where she led conversations on race and migration. 
She is a fellow with the Institute for Canadian Citizenship, and a lead researcher and mentor with the 
UNESCO Knowledge 4 Change (K4C) consortium in the Salish Sea region of British Columbia. 
 
She has contributed to, and led, many research projects, including the Community Social Planning 
Council’s Financial Inclusion in the Green Economy, and Simon Fraser University’s Equity in Public 
Engagement. She also manages and leads EDI efforts for the Victoria Forum, a University-Senate 
partnership on bridging socio-economic and environmental divides. In addition, Ruth is a director on 
the national board of the Canadian International Council where she leads efforts on inclusive policy 
development, and co-chair of the Inclusive Economic Recovery where she champions regional efforts 
toward inclusive and sustainable economic development. 
 
Member at Large: Lieutenant Commander (Retired) Paul Seguna 
 
Paul served in the Canadian Armed Forces, in both the Regular and Reserve components, for over 42 
years and retired in 2017. During his career, he served at sea with the Atlantic and Pacific fleets, as the 
Flag Lieutenant (Aide de Camp) to the Commander Maritime Forces Pacific and later as the Public Affairs 
Officer for Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt. Paul transferred to the Public Affairs Branch in 1992, serving 
in a variety of positions, including overseas with UN and NATO missions in Rwanda, Kosovo and Bosnia 
and in his last four years of service he was posted to NATO’s Allied Maritime Command Headquarters 
in London, UK.  Paul also holds a BA in history from Dalhousie University and he has had a lifelong 
interest in art, especially aviation and marine themes. He is a founding member of the Canadian 
Aerospace Artists Association with his artwork having been on exhibit in aviation and military museums 
and used in aviation history books. 
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Member at Large: Anna Tsurkan 
 
Anna is a graduate of the School of World Politics at the State Academic University of Humanitarian 
Sciences in Moscow, equivalent to Master’s degree in International Relations. Anna also earned her 
Ph.D. in Political Science from the Institute of the U.S.A. and Canada at the Russian Academy of Sciences.  
In 2009, Anna became a lecturer of the School of Politics at the Institute of Philosophy of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences where she developed and delivered a course of lectures on Russian foreign policy. 
During this period, most of Anna’s work was dedicated to following and analyzing the Russian approach 
and position in global affairs. In 2013, she started as a research fellow at the Institute of the U.S.A. and 
Canada of the Russian Academy of Sciences, where her main area of interest was Islamic radicalism and 
extremism in connection with Russian involvement in international counter-terrorism cooperation. 
Following Anna’s move to Canada, she obtained associate fellowship at the Centre for Studies in 
Religion and Society of the University of Victoria and she is an instructor at the Royal Roads University, 
teaching contemporary issues in communication. She also writes and gives presentations on a broad 
range of security and political topics linked to Russia and launched the Canada-Russia Research 
Initiative in 2018. 
 
Proposed new members 
 
Member at Large: Dr. Jim Boutilier 
 
Dr. James Boutilier was the former Special Advisor (Policy) at Canada’s Maritime Forces Pacific 
Headquarters in Esquimalt, British Columbia and retired in 2020. He was responsible for advising the 
Commander of Maritime Forces Pacific on matters of defence and foreign policy and maritime security 
in the Asia Pacific region. Prior to his appointment at MARPAC, Dr. Boutilier spent twenty-four years on 
staff at the Royal Roads Military College in Victoria as Head of the History Department and then as Dean 
of Arts. Dr. Boutilier’s field of expertise is Asia-Pacific defence and security. Some of his recent lectures 
have focused on the Canadian Navy’s role in the Asia-Pacific, the new Asian security architecture, 
Northeast Asian security issues, and the new naval order in Asia. Dr. Boutilier lectures frequently at the 
NATO Defense College, the Canadian Forces College, the Australian Defence College, and the National 
Defense University of the Philippines.  
 
Member at Large: Seamus Lim-Heely  
 
Seamus is a third-year Honours student in Political Science at the University of Victoria. He was born 
and raised in South Australia before moving to the Canadian prairies when he was eleven. After high 
school, he came to Victoria to be by the ocean once again. He is the newly elected President of UVic's 
Model United Nations club, and also serves as Director of Finance for the Undergraduates of Political 
Science course union. In the past, he has run for the UVSS in addition to helping to establish UVic's first 
European Studies course union. He's excited to meet new people and to expand his horizons through 
involvement with the CIC. Outside of work and school, Seamus enjoys hiking, running, stand up paddle-
boarding, and spending time with his friends and family 
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Member at Large: Arlin Hackman 
 
Arlin is a conservationist with local-to-global experience in developing and implementing programs 
related to land and resource management. In the 1990s, he mobilized the Endangered Spaces 
campaign, helping more than double Canada’s parkland in just a decade and fuelling the growth of 
WWF-Canada where he went on to serve as Vice President and Chief Conservation Officer for 10 years. 
In that position, he guided programs in the circumpolar Arctic and Cuba and helped forest products 
companies secure FSC certification for one third of Canada’s commercial forest, while also serving on 
WWF’s International Programme Committee. Now retired, Arlin is board chair of Nature United, the 
Canadian affiliate of TNC, and a member of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas. He served 
on the board of the Alberta Environmental Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Agency, as well as the 
Canadian International Resources and Development Institute. He holds a B.A. (Hons.) in Geography and 
a Master’s degree in Environmental Studies from York University. 
 
Member at Large: Mallin Jaing 
 
As an individual who cherishes education and international experience, Mallin grew up in-Shanghai 
before first moving to the Cayman Islands, after which she moved to Canada and became a Canadian 
Citizen. Mallin’s time in Shanghai, an international trade and financial center, where she witnessed the 
ascension of modern China and its economic miracle taught her the value of free-market principles and 
global trade. While in the Cayman Islands, a British Commonwealth country, she was exposed to the 
value of a strong legal and judicial system, as evidenced by the world’s confidence in its banking system. 
Canada gave Mallin citizenship as a refugee fleeing hurricane Ivan, but more importantly, it continues 
to demonstrate the value of a strong democracy which has provided the freedom and stability to 
establish her career, advance her education with a Master’s degree in international business, and 
assists her in launching her future endeavours. 
 
Mallin is currently managing the International Contract Training unit at Royal Roads University (RRU) 
and is responsible for developing and implementing international customized training programs for a 
diverse range of international students and professionals from Asia, Latin America, Europe, and the 
Middle East. Prior to joining the Professional and Continuing Studies team in February 2019, Mallin 
managed onshore international recruitment partners across multiple markets, both domestic and 
international, hosted delegations and visiting scholars, and liaised academic collaboration projects for 
the University. During her 14-year career at RRU, Mallin has been instrumental in developing and 
cultivating strategic relationships with key international partners, such as acting as the key liaison for 
China-Canada relations and supporting trade missions. 
 
Above and beyond her career at RRU, Mallin is engaged in facilitating international trade and 
investment opportunities, and community service such as fundraising events with the potential to bring 
diverse and vibrant culture to local communities. She strives to influence real change in the world 
through her advocacy in education, entrepreneurship, and cross-culture exchange while continuing to 
advance her professional career, expanding her leadership capacity, and developing more 
opportunities for the global community. Mallin’s near-term goals include further expanding her 
knowledge in the digital industry by acquiring new computer coding skills, supporting the development 
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and launch of a new tech company, and becoming more involved in international trade in regions 
beyond Asia. Mallin earned a Master of Global Management Degree and a Graduate Certificate in Asia-
Pacific Trade and Investment from Royal Roads University. She is a successful recipient of the Irving K 
Barber One World Scholarship in 2019. 
 
-------------------- 
 
Note that there are no specific term limits for CIC Victoria Executive Committee members who 
volunteer their time to organize and run events on behalf of the members.  Interested members who 
would like to join the Executive Committee or volunteer their time in other ways should approach 
anyone on the Executive Committee during the coming year. 
 


