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Dear CIC Victoria Branch members, 3 September 2019

As we come closer to our 12 September Annual
General Meeting, | thought it was important to
take some time and look back at our branch
activities, discuss the next four months and also
provide you with an update on events at the CIC
national level.

CANADIAN INTERN/
Over the past 12 months, your volunteer Executive | CONSEIL INTERNAT}
Committee has worked very hard, often behind
the scenes, to deliver what we hope has been an " "
exciting and informative speaker program. As an Victoria BranCh /
organization and individually, we have also
supported a wide range of student-focused CANADA.
activities. Indeed, the pace of our overall program
picked up considerably during this period as did
our membership, which grew from 308 members
this time last year to 448 members today, including
100 students. As you can imagine, the more members we have, the more money there is to support
our activities. For example, for every new member that joins we receive 50% of the membership fee,
with the other 50% supporting CIC National activities such as the national speaker program, research
fellows, social media platforms and membership management.

G

In order to cater for our membership increase, an expanding local social media presence, additional
events and the desire to have an increasingly diverse Executive Committee, we plan to increase the size
of the Branch leadership team for 2019-2020 with four additional members. That will take us from 12
members (currently 10 members with departures taken into account) to 16 members on the Executive
Committee. It may seem like a lot of people but factoring in the busy lives we all have it’s an ideal
number to keep us all chugging along!

Certainly, your support of CIC National and CIC Victoria, by way of annual memberships and donations,
is directly helping to prepare young Canadians to step forward and uphold Canada’s values and
interests. Indeed, individual member donations to CIC National are a critical to keeping up our national
program alive and well and | send my heartfelt thanks to those CIC Victoria members who have and
continue to send in their donations. Locally, it may often seem that we have little impact on Canada’s
future. But that’s not the case, and combined with our national office in Toronto, 14 other branches
across the country, and a new national leadership team led by Ben Rowswell, our former ambassador
to Venezuela, we are driving conversations of national and international importance.

Every member of CIC, | believe, is here because they share a passion for global affairs, a conviction that
Canada can play a significant role in the world, and a clear understanding of how that role can be shaped
by a vibrant civil society dialogue. With this in mind, your Executive Committee’s intent is to continue
bringing to our membership the best possible speakers on a wide range of domestic and international
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issues of importance to Canada and the world. In addition, we will keep striving to build a diverse and
inclusive branch and bridges between our more experienced members and our student and young
professional members to better prepare them for the challenges ahead. Thank you for being a part of
this effort and | look forward to seeing everyone in the coming months.

R

Chris Kilford, CD, PhD
President

Victoria Branch

Canadian International Council
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CIC Victoria 2019 Annual Report
Past Events and News

A form of performance measurement is the number of members who come out for our events each
year. In this regard, we had an incredible turnout in January 2019 for the launch of Jonathan
Manthorpe’s new book, Claws of the Panda - Beijing’s Campaign of Influence and Intimidation in
Canada. In total, 174 people attended the lunch and since then, Jonathan’s book has become a
bestseller and is now being translated into Chinese. We also hosted the former Canadian Ambassador
to Saudi Arabia, Dennis Horak, in February 2019 that saw us once again attracting 174 people for
another Union Club lunch.

Since last September, we have held 9 lunches, 12 Politics-in-the-Pub sessions (PiP), and 1 dinner at the
Union Club with Richard Fadden. In total, 1,138 people attended lunches, an average of 126 people per
lunch event! We also held 7 speaker events at the University of Victoria (UVic), 5 speaker events at
Royal Roads University (RRU) and many other smaller-scale activities with UVic, RRU and Vancouver
Island University (VIU). For example, we provided keynote speakers and panelists for many university
student activities and some of our members were interviewed about their leadership experiences by
students from RRU completing a project as part of their Master’s in Global Management program.

CIC members also took part in the very successful The Inclusion Project conference at RRU in March
2019 run by CIC member Ruth Mojeed, including 6 CIC student members whose conference fees were
paid for by CIC Victoria. Information about all of our events, and some of our university outreach
activities, is captured in Table 2 at the end of this report.

In general, attendance at events has surpassed expectations. And for events at the Sticky Wicket Pub,
with its maximum capacity of 60 people for a PiP, we often had a waiting list (although as you’ll see in
Table 2, quite often members who had reserved a spot didn’t come, which resulted in some lost
revenue and others missing out). The good news when it comes to waiting lists is that we held a PiP at
the Cedar Hill Golf Course in May 2019, which has a greater capacity and in future we will consider this
venue for topics where we expect higher interest.

To keep costs down at our Union Club lunches, you will recall that last year we decided to end the bar
service at our lunch venue, which had quite limited use. Instead, CIC members are able to purchase
drinks at the upstairs bar and bring them down for lunch. This seemed to work well this year so we will
continue as is.

Our intent is to also hold the CIC lunch cost at $30 for a regular member for 2019-2020, despite a recent
increase in service charges that has resulted in the cost of a lunch rising to $29.53 per person beginning
in September. As you may know, guests pay $40 for lunch and CIC student members pay $15. In general,
we continue ‘break-even’ at our lunch and PiP events.
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Student Engagement

Supporting our CIC student members and the
wider student community on Vancouver Island
is one of the most rewarding activities we do
as a branch. For example, our Canadians Going
, Global event at UVic was a great success, with
: a panel of experts discussing their careers in
(\\\ front of a student audience. After the formal
part of the evening, everyone then had a
chance to mingle over light refreshments and
finger foods, and carry-on the discussion.

19 |15:30 - 8 PM
4

L When it comes to engaging with students and
CANA["ANS GOING GLOBAL building our student membership base, like
UNVIEE: b A VIDTURPINBUILD ING last year, we will take part in UVic’s student

ROOMA110 career fair on 2-3 October. Specifically, this
means having a table at the career fair
alongside the Centre for Global Studies and talking about CIC’s growing activities on campus. In relation
to this, we will also be supporting the UVic Model United Nations (UN) Club conference and the VIU
Model UN Club conference in Nanaimo with speakers and panelists in October and February
respectively.

Many of our members are also active on a number of fronts and | wanted to make special mention of
CIC member Anna Tsurkan’s Canada-Russia Research Initiative (CRRI) at UVic. The aim of the CRRI is “to
promote and advance Russian studies in Canada and Canadian studies in Russia; to link experts in both
fields in the two countries; and to fill in the gaps in the existing research, creating even more potential
topics to explore.” In conjunction with the CRRI we will be holding a one-day conference at UVic on 21
November focused on many aspects of the Canada-Russia relationship. If you would like to know more
about Anna’s efforts please see her website: https://thecrri.ca/

CIC Victoria also continued to work closely with the Centre for Global Studies (CFGS) and the Centre for
Asia Pacific Initiatives (CAPI) at UVic. As many of you know, both hold a wide range of events each year
and many in conjunction with CIC. If you would like more information you can visit their websites here:

e The CFGS: https://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/globalstudies/
e CAPI: https://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/capi/

For 2019-2020, one activity that we have decided not to hold is our annual student essay contest. The
essay contest came about several years ago as a means to attract students to CIC Victoria. However,
and despite some excellent essays, we did not see any increase in our student membership. In addition,
and even though the essay contest was widely advertised, we were receiving very few entries. To
address this challenge, for the 2018-2019 essay contest we reduced the required word-count and
opened the competition to students from VIU and Camosun College. You can well imagine our surprise
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when we received just one entry! The good news is that while the essay contest fell short, our other
efforts to attract students to CIC Victoria, such as providing expert panelists at student events and
sponsoring Model UN Conferences has generated incredible student interest in CIC Victoria.

In February 2019, we were pleased to present a cheque for $500 to the organizers of
the Vancouver Island University Model United Nations Conference. In the photo, front
row: CIC Victoria VIU liaison officer, Gerry Thompson presents our cheque to Justin
North, the Model UN Conference Secretary General. In the back, left to right:
Stephanie Pastro, Under-Secretary General, Dr. Mark Williams (VIU Faculty Sponsor),
and Chris Kilford, President of the CIC Victoria branch.

The 2019-2020 University of Victoria, Model United Nations Club
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For 2019-2020, Table 1 below outlines our proposed expenditures in support of student focused
activities.

Table 1 - Proposed CIC Victoria Student Focused Expenditures

Activity Amount | Remarks
UVic Model UN Club Annual $1,000 A three-day conference attracting over 100 students who represent
Conference various UN member countries while debating key international security

subjects. Our donation goes to the general conference operating fund to
pay for lunches, conference supplies and the conference website

VIU Model UN Club Annual $500 A two-day conference attracting, on average, 75 students. Our donation

Conference goes to the general conference operating fund to pay for lunches,
conference supplies and the conference website

UVic Canadians Going Global $500 An evening event bringing CIC members and UVic students together.

During the evening, a panel of CIC experts discuss their career
experiences and take questions followed by a networking opportunity
with light refreshments and finger foods

UVic The Future of Canadian $500 A panel event bringing CIC members, UVic students and the public
Diplomacy together to examine the current state of Canadian diplomacy, and future
challenges facing the profession. Also, a networking opportunity with
light refreshments and finger foods

100 Complimentary Student $1,000 To encourage students to join CIC Victoria, we will offer one-year
Memberships complimentary memberships. A student membership is normally $20 a
year but CIC National reimburses us $10 for each membership. Our aim is
to introduce students to CIC and hope that they will stay with us

Student conference $1,000 This amount allows us to sponsor student attendance at local
attendance (conference fees) conferences. For example, in 2019, CIC Victoria sponsored 6 students (at
$75 each) so they could attend The Inclusion Project conference at RRU
Diversity Scholarship Fund $1,000 An annual contribution to a scholarship fund managed by a local agency
focused on assisting newcomers to Canada
Total $5,500
Social media

When it comes to social media, our efforts remain quite modest. Last year we resurrected our former
Facebook site and now have 220 followers, which is great but only 55 of our followers are actual CIC
Victoria members! Of course, not everyone has a Facebook account so we will continue to use e-mail
announcements as our primary means of contacting you about our events. However, if you are a
Facebook user please consider following our Facebook page as we do post advance notifications about
our events, photos and articles we think will be of interest to you. We also have a CIC Victoria page on
the CIC national website with general information about us and our event listings. If you have not had
a chance to visit our social media sites the details are below:

e CIC Victoria Facebook website: https://www.facebook.com/CICVictoria/

e CIC National’s Victoria website: https://thecic.org/en/branches/victoria/
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e Chris Chan, Chris Kilford and CIC National President Ben Rowswell talk about our student
members in Victoria: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3KwFrj6lpA

Finances

Our financial situation remains very good and our treasurer, Roger Love, will provide a full report at the
Annual General Meeting (AGM). Meanwhile, our robust budget means that we have much greater
flexibility, not only to support student focused activities but also to continue bringing to Victoria the
best speakers we can find on the international issues of the day. Indeed, speaker related travel
expenses are now a large part of the Branch’s overall budget. However, the benefits were reflected in
the strong turnouts and even with a busy and expanding program, our funds ‘on hand’ are tending to
trend upwards year by year. That’s great news but going forward, your Executive Committee will
continue to examine how we can, as an influential organization in Victoria, expand our student outreach
programs and engage with new Canadians. Any ideas from the wider membership are always welcome.

On 2 April 2019, CIC Victoria members John Treleaven and David Collins (front row) joined Dr. Sean Irwin and
his Master’s of Global Management students at Royal Roads University, where they carefully listened to the
students debate the merits of free trade. The next day, CIC members Phil Calvert and Brenda Schoepp took
over. Many of the students are new to Canada so it was a great opportunity to introduce them to CIC and what
we do.

CIC National

CIC National, under the guidance of our new national president Ben Rowswell has made great strides
since he took over in December 2018. There are also two new staff members supporting him in Toronto.
As your Branch President | continue to have a seat on the National Board and also the Governance
Committee. Our national social media platforms are being kept up-to-date and most of the on-line
membership program bugs have been fixed. We were also pleased to host Ben in Victoria in May 2019
and he spoke at three different events.
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Along with fund raising, in October, CIC National and Global Canada will hold a two-day conference in
Toronto called Changing the World — A Celebration of Canadian Leadership. The Global Canada
initiative, led by Robert Greenhill, operates out of Montreal and is based on two core beliefs. First, that
Canada can best be serve its interests by enhancing its global impact. Second, that Canada’s impact will
be enhanced if key Canadian institutions and individuals work together in a coordinated and
complementary manner informed by a clear set of overarching principles. CIC National will pay for two
CIC members from each branch Executive Committee to attend the conference so we will have a voice
in the discussions that take place, especially on day two of the conference. Below are a few details
about the conference:

Changing the World — A Celebration of Canadian Leadership

Dramatic changes in the world’s politics and economics in the past few years are forcing Canadian
governments, businesses and civil society to reconsider how we navigate the international
environment. It is time for Canada to rethink its role in the world? Global Canada and the CIC are
seizing the opportunity of two critical anniversaries to invite leading Canadian practitioners in global
affairs to Toronto: 2019 marks 100 years since Canada adopted its own independent voice in
diplomacy at the Paris Peace Conference, and 50 years since Lester B. Pearson defined the global
agenda for international development in the seminal report Partners for Development. What role
should Canada play in the world for the next 50 or 100 years?

To launch the debate, we will have practitioners such as Mark Carney and Joanne Liu exchange ideas
with an emerging generation of Canadian professionals playing a role on the world stage.

Day 1: Monday, 28 October, Globe and Mail Centre, Toronto

e A day-long conference hosted by Global Canada and the CIC to explore Canadian leadership
to date and opportunities for leadership going forward with select invites to Canadians who
made, are making, or are going to make change in the world

e An evening gala dinner hosted by Global Canada to celebrate Canadians that have changed
the world

Day 2: Tuesday, 29 October, AlA Clubhouse, Toronto Island
e A half-day workshop for special guests of the CIC, senior representatives from all CIC Branches
across Canada, and outstanding young professionals from each CIC Branch. Participants will

discus how to mobilize support for Canadian leadership across the nation and then bring back
ideas to be implemented in each of the 15 CIC Branch cities
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Our Upcoming Program Preview

For the fall of 2019, we will be holding a variety of interesting and inspiring events with speakers coming
from across Canada and the United States. Below are some of the activities we currently have planned
and there’s no need to register at this time...what we have below is just a preview so that you can plan
ahead. Individual event registration details will normally be sent out at least two weeks ahead of each
occasion.

Confirmed. 11 September, a PiP at the
Sticky Wicket with Matthew Fisher. The
topic: The Last War Correspondent and
the Future of Journalism in Canada.
Matthew Fisher is the first Resident
Visiting Scholar in defence and security

at the Bill Graham Centre for MATTHEW
Contemporary International History and
Massey College, University of Toronto, FISHER

and a fellow of the Canadian Global 'cANADA’S

Affairs Institute. He is also Canada’s |LAST WAR

most accomplished foreign CORRESPONDENT
Correspondent' Wlth 45 years Of 11 SEPTEMBER 2019 - POLITICS IN THE PUB
experience, having been to 172 |1, seprTemBER 2019 - UNION CLUB LUNCH

countries and lived in Belgium,

Germany, Russia (8 years in Moscow), Hong Kong, Britain, Iraq, Jerusalem and Afghanistan.
During his career he has observed and reported on 19 wars and conflicts and was the
international affairs columnist for the National Post and Postmedia for 17 years. During his talk,
Matthew will look back at lifetime of reporting from the front lines including his time embedded
with the U.S. Marine Corps 3rd Light Armoured Reconnaissance Battalion during the 2003 Iraq
war. He will also talk about his long association with the Canadian Armed Forces including his
most recent deployment on board the HMCS Regina when it sailed through the Taiwan Strait in
June 2019 and his perspective on the future of journalism in Canada.

Confirmed. 12 September, a Union Club lunch with Matthew Fisher. The topic: The Last War
Correspondent and the Future of Journalism in Canada. Matthew will give a repeat performance
for members not able to attend the PiP.

Confirmed. 12 September, Union Club. Our Annual General Meeting will be held after the lunch
presentation, from 1:40-2:00 pm.
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e Confirmed. 25 September,
University of Victoria, 5:00-
7:00 pm. Panel event. The
Future of Canadian
Diplomacy. This panel will
examine the current state of
Canadian diplomacy, and
- — future challenges facing the
The Future of Canadian Dipl ‘ profession. Does Canada have

_ ¢ s the right diplomatic tools to
25 September, University of Victoria

5:00-7:00 pm in the David Turpin Building Room A110

Does Canada have the right diplomatic tools to navigate in an environment of
increased tension, rising protectionism, and shifting global alliances? This panel protectionism’ and shifting

event will include two former Canadian ambassadors, Jillian Stirk and Marc Lortie, A .
as well as Pam Isenfeld, President of the Professional ASsociation of Foreign gIObaI alliances? What is the
Service Officers, and former CBC correspondent Patrick Brown roIe Of diplomacy in a digital

navigate in an environment of
increased  tension,  rising

world, and how effectively is
Canada navigating this new technological landscape to advance its international interests? Is
Canadian diplomacy being eroded by politicization and bureaucratic homogenization, or do such
claims reflect its inability to react to the changes in today’s world? The panel will include two
former Canadian ambassadors, Jillian Stirk and Marc Lortie, as well as Pam Isfeld, President of
the Professional Association of Foreign Service Officers, and former CBC correspondent Patrick
Brown. Moderated by Chris Kilford, President of CIC Victoria.

Confirmed. 8 October, a PiP at the

Cedar Hills Golf Course with John CIC Vietoria
Foster. His Topic: Oil and World Politics. Politics in the Pub
As an international oil economist, John 8 October 2019
Foster has witnessed the geopolitics of Cedar Hills Golf Course
petroleum in more than 30 countries. 5-8 pm

In his talk, and drawing from his new John Foster

book, John will address recent conflicts o _

. . . ) pol I I I. :S As an international oil economist, John
in the Middle East, the drivers behind : has witnessed the geopolitics of
The real story of today's conflict zones: Irag, .  petroleum in more than 30 countries. In

foreign military interventions, tensions Afghanistan, Venezuela, Usraine and more. | 1™ 2 he il acress ecentconics

around international waterways, and
the use of sanctions, interventions and
political interference as major powers
continue to jockey for control of the
world’s supply of oil and natural gas.

the Middle East, the drivers behind
foreign military interventions, tensions
around international waterways, and the
use of sanctions, interventions and
political interference as major powers
continue to jockey for control of the
world's supply of oil and natural gas.

Page 11 of 19



Confirmed. 16 October, a Union Club lunch featuring Andy Chen, the Director General, Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office in Vancouver. The Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in
Vancouver was established in 1991 to promote bilateral relations and cultural and educational
exchanges between Taiwan and western Canada. The topic, Canada-Taiwan political and trade
relations, the current China-Taiwan situation, Hong Kong and other Asia-Pacific security issues.

Almost confirmed. 4 November, a PiP at the Sticky Wicket focusing on Brexit given there is a
new Prime Minister in the UK and the date for the UK to leave the EU has been set for 31
October. What happens between now and the end of October is anyone’s guess but as the harsh
reality of the UK’s separation from the EU sets in there will be plenty to talk about. An invitation
to the Irish Ambassador to Canada has been extended in the hope that he will be able to speak
about Brexit in general and the impact on Ireland and Northern Ireland.

=] LOUNAUMOVSKI

\\ On the Front Lines of Russia’s Economy

Confirmed. 21 November, a
Union Club lunch with Lou
Naumovski. His topic: On the
Front Lines of Russia’s
Economy. To say that Lou 21 November 2019
Naumovski was on the front
lines of the Russian economy
for decades would be an
understatement. Joining the
credit card company Visa in
August 2000 as Sr. VP Central
Europe, Middle East and
Africa Division, he went on to
increase the number of Visa
cards in Russian circulation

from around 800,000 in -
August 2000 to almost 43 Union Club lunch - registration details soon

o
=

million cards by July 2007
when he left the company for Kinross Gold Corporation. In January 2017, he retired from Kinross
Gold, having served as VP and head of the Moscow office for 10 years, overseeing the company’s
mining operations in the far North East of Russia. During his talk, Lou will discuss the challenges
of working in Russia, the impact of current Western sanctions and countersanctions, and his
hope for a peaceful settlement of the crisis in Ukraine, which will ideally result in better
government to government, and by extension, economic relations between Russia and Canada.

Confirmed. 21 November, a PiP at the Sticky Wicket with Lou Naumovski. His topic: On the Front
Lines of Russia’s Economy. Lou will give a repeat performance for those that could not attend
the lunch.

Confirmed. 21 November and in conjunction with the Canada-Russia Research Initiative a day-
long conference focused on Canada-Russia relations to be held at the University of Victoria. This
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conference will bring together some of the leading experts on Canada-Russia relations and is
co-sponsored by CIC Victoria and the University of Victoria.

Confirmed. 9 December, a PiP = o ;‘:’1 -, . -’ ’
at the Sticky Wicket with Dr. Ca il “?é &' s ‘;3"
Chris Kilford who will just *‘j‘ -«“a\

have returned from a four-
week visit to Turkey, Oman
and Qatar. Over the past few
months Chris has also been
on the road giving talks on the
current situation in Turkey
and the region for the
Department of National
Defence, Queen’s University,
Simon Fraser University (the
NATO field school summer
course) and Washington State University. During the PiP, Chris will discuss the continuing effects
of the 2016 attempted military coup in Turkey, the current economic and security situation, the
results of the latest municipal elections (especially in Istanbul where the opposition had a major
victory) the S-400 Russian missile purchase and Turkey’s relationship with NATO, the Kurdish
situation plus current events in Syria.

®)SAK >SUMMIT
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In April 2019, Richard Fadden, Canada’s former National Security Advisor to the Prime Minister, spoke before
a packed Union Club audience on threats to Canada’s national security.

Conclusion

| would like to take this opportunity to thank my Executive Committee and all our volunteers for their
work over the past year. In particular, | would like to thank Clive Caton (membership), Chris Chan
(student liaison) and Marc Lortie (Vice President) who are leaving the Executive Committee this year.
They have done a terrific job, over many years and all three will be missed. As mentioned before, at
the AGM we will be voting in six new members and approving the Executive Committee for 2019-2020.
Biographies of the new members standing for the Executive Committee can be found at the end of this
report.

| would also like to thank everyone for being a part of CIC and CIC Victoria. We are looking forward to
another exciting year of events, meeting and working with students and interacting with new
Canadians. | also encourage everyone to bring a guest (or two) to our events when space permits and
get them involved with CIC Victoria as well. The more the merrier as the saying goes. Indeed, there’s
nothing better than sitting down to hear from speakers first-hand, and then having the chance to
discuss the issues of the day with your table mates.
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In addition, if you are interested in joining the Executive Committee in the future or would like to get
involved in other ways, please let us know. We are always interested in hearing from members with
global expertise in international affairs or international trade who could speak at our events, participate
in panel events or work individually with our student members.

We also value your feedback and any questions about our activities and upcoming events can be sent
to our branch secretary at this address: cic.victoria.sec@gmail.com
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Table 2: CIC Victoria Event Overview 2018-2019

Date | Speaker(s) Topic Attendance
19 Sep | Dr. Oliver Schmidtke CFGS An overview of our partners at the University of | 67
Lunch Dr. Victor Ramraj CAPI Victoria
24 Sep | Ms. Corey Levine Mali — The Impossible Peace 57
PiP Major (retired) Scott Usborne
10 Oct | Dr. Will Greaves The Big Melt? Canada’s interest in a changing 114
Lunch Arctic
17 Oct | Dr. Mohan Malik, Asia Pacific Center for China’s Grand Strategy and Asian Geopolitics 56
PiP Security Studies
20 Oct | Panel event with four CIC speakers held at | Current events 100
UVic UVic during the Model UN Conference
6 Nov Dr. Jeff Kucharski Canada and China - Now, Never or Later? 60
RRU Hugh Stephens
27 Nov | Former Ambassador Jon Allen The Scourge of Populism and Why it Could 75
UVic Happen Here
28 Nov | Former Ambassador Jon Allen The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 75
UVic
28 Nov | Dr. Martin Bunton The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 55
PiP Former Ambassador Jon Allen
29 Nov | Former Ambassador Jon Allen The Scourge of Populism and Why it Could 174
Lunch Happen Here
16 Jan | Jonathan Manthorpe Claws of the Panda - Beijing’s Campaign of 174
Lunch Influence and Intimidation in Canada
18 Jan Cuban Consul General Tania Larroque Cuba-Canada relations 40
RRU
28 Jan Margaret Cornish Beijing’s Campaign of Influence and 51
PiP Jonathan Manthorpe Intimidation in Canada
4 Feb Margaret Cornish Beijing’s Campaign of Influence and 50
PiP Jonathan Manthorpe Intimidation in Canada
6 Feb Bob Gordon Canada and Cyber-Security 59
PiP
19 Feb | Former Ambassador Dennis Horak Saudi Arabia: Inside a Kingdom in Crisis 74
UVic
20 Feb | Former Ambassador Dennis Horak Saudi Arabia: Inside a Kingdom in Crisis 174
Lunch
20 Feb | Former Ambassador Dennis Horak Saudi Arabia: Inside a Kingdom in Crisis 50
PiP
13 Mar | Panel event with four CIC speakers held at | Canadians going Global — a focus on global 60
UVic UVic with the Undergraduates of Political careers

Studies Club and other students
20 Mar | Dr. Serhy Yekelchyk Crisis Point Ukraine 105
Lunch
25 Mar | Former Ambassador Marc Lortie Canada, Europe and Brexit 57
PiP Dr. Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly
26 Mar | Former Ambassador Marc Lortie Canada, Europe and Brexit 52
PiP Dr. Emmanuel Brunet-Jailly
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3 Apr Richard Fadden Canada’s National Security 131
Lunch

3 Apr Richard Fadden Canada’s National Security 21
Dinner

17 Apr | Dr. Cornell Clayton Populism and Paranoia in American Politics 47
PiP

18 Apr | Dr. Cornell Clayton Populism and Paranoia in American Politics 92
Lunch

3 May Cuban Ambassador Josefina Vidal Ferreiro | Cuba-Canada relations 71
UVic

14 May | Jean McRae, Eva Eaton and Chris Kilford Canada and Immigration — Past, Present, Future | 150
RRU

20 May | CIC National President and Former Defying the Populists: Canada's Leadership in 78
PiP Ambassador Ben Roswell the Venezuela Crisis

21 May | CIC National President and Former Defying the Populists: Canada's Leadership in 15
UVic Ambassador Ben Roswell the Venezuela Crisis

21 May | CIC National President and Former How democracy dies — Lessons we can draw 107
Lunch Ambassador Ben Roswell from the rise of populism

18 June | Erin Hunt Canada and Arms Control 21
RRU

27 June | Dr. Jeff Kucharski A focus on the Asia-Pacific security and 95
RRU Dr. Chris Kilford economic issues
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Biographies of proposed new members for the
CIC Victoria Executive Committee 2019-2020 (in alphabetical order)

Phil Calvert

Philip Calvert is a Senior Fellow with the China Institute of the University of Alberta. He served in
Beijing as a Trade Commissioner (1984-87), Economic Counsellor (1994-1997) and Minister & Deputy
Head of Mission (2004-2008). In Global Affairs Canada he served as Director General for North Asia,
Deputy Chief Negotiator for Canada during China's accession to the WTO and as Director of the
Technical Barriers to Trade Division. Most recently he spent 2012-2016 as Canada’s ambassador to
Thailand, Cambodia and Laos.

Jenna Hrechka

Jenna Hrechka is going into her second-year majoring in Political Science at the University of Victoria
(UVic). She began her degree after completing a diploma at the Northern Alberta Institute for
Technology for Medical Radiological Technology and working for a year in the public health care
system. She currently volunteers for the Student Food Bank at UVic and is active in campus clubs,
currently serving as the Director of Communications for the Undergraduates of Political Science. Her
present academic focus is on the sociological aspects of politics. After completing her Undergraduate
Degree, Jenna hopes to attend graduate school with the goal of a future career developing public

policy.
Ruth Mojeed

Ruth is indigenous to the Yoruba tribe from western Nigeria. She came to Victoria in 2015 to pursue a
master’s degree in intercultural & international communication at Royal Roads University. She also
holds certificates in community organizing and leadership from Harvard University and community-
based participatory research from the University of Victoria. In addition, Ruth is a Black History
Month laureate (2018) and was awarded the Community Leadership Award (2019) by the Lt.
Governor of BC and recognized by the Premier of British Columbia for her contribution to supporting
newcomers to the region. Ruth is also a fellow with the Institute for Canadian Citizenship, and a lead
researcher and mentor of the UNESCO Knowledge 4 Change consortium in the Salish Sea region of
British Columbia. She serves on the board of the Canadian Public Relations Society (Vancouver Island)
and the Greater Victoria Police Diversity Advisory Committee.

Lieutenant Commander (Retired) Paul Seguna

Paul served in the Canadian Armed Forces, in both the Regular and Reserve components, for over 42
years and retired in 2017. During his career, he served at sea with the Atlantic and Pacific fleets, as
the Flag Lieutenant (Aide de Camp) to the Commander Maritime Forces Pacific and later as the Public
Affairs Officer for Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt. Paul transferred to the Public Affairs Branch in
1992, serving in a variety of positions, including overseas with UN and NATO missions in Rwanda,
Kosovo and Bosnia and in his last four years of service he was posted to NATO’s Allied Maritime
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Command Headquarters in London, UK. Paul also holds a BA in history from Dalhousie University and
he has had a lifelong interest in art, especially aviation and marine themes. He is a founding member
of the Canadian Aerospace Artists Association with his artwork having been on exhibit in aviation and
military museums and used in aviation history books.

Alina Sobolik

Alina is a fourth year Political Science student at the University of Victoria. Her focus is in European
Union politics. She spent the summer of 2018 in Brussels completing a research internship with the
European Trade Union Institute and returned to Brussels in the summer of 2019 for an internship with
the European Commission, both through the European Union Study Tour and Internship Program. She
is active in campus clubs, currently serving as Vice President of the Undergraduates of Political
Science, Secretary General for the Model United Nations Club, and editor for On Politics, the Political
Science academic journal. This March she represented the University of Victoria at the West Coast
Model EU Conference in Washington and was awarded an honourable mention for her performance
as Head of State for Poland. Recently, Alina had the opportunity to present her research paper, titled
Understanding the Rise of Far-Right Populist Parties in Europe, at the Claremont Undergraduate
Conference on the EU, where she was awarded an outstanding paper award along with the
opportunity to be published in the conference journal. After completing her Undergraduate Degree,
Alina hopes to attend law school with the goal of a future career with the European Union.

Anna Tsurkan

Anna is a graduate of the School of World Politics at the State Academic University of Humanitarian
Sciences in Moscow, equivalent to Master’s degree in International Relations. Anna also earned her
Ph.D. in Political Science from the Institute of the U.S.A. and Canada at the Russian Academy of
Sciences. In 2009, Anna became a lecturer of the School of Politics at the Institute of Philosophy of
the Russian Academy of Sciences where she developed and delivered a course of lectures on Russian
foreign policy. During this period, most of Anna’s work was dedicated to following and analyzing the
Russian approach and position in global affairs. In 2013, she started as a research fellow at the
Institute of the U.S.A. and Canada of the Russian Academy of Sciences, where her main area of
interest was Islamic radicalism and extremism in connection with Russian involvement in international
counter-terrorism cooperation. Following Anna’s move to Canada, she obtained associate fellowship
at the Centre for Studies in Religion and Society of the University of Victoria and she is an instructor at
the Royal Roads University, teaching contemporary issues in communication. She also writes and
gives presentations on a broad range of security and political topics linked to Russia and launched the
Canada-Russia Research Initiative in 2018.
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